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Tudica me Deus, & diſcerne. Cauſam meam de Gente non Sine : 
Ab homine Iniquo g7 Doloſo. erue me. 


Let my Cauſe be tried: by. Thee., © Lord, and not by an 
UnſanRified Country | or Corrupted Imy:] That ſo. thou 
mayſt Deliver me from the Unjuſt [Indge] and Deceiblul 
Uineſs,] 
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Quidigitur ? noſtrene artes it4 meruerunt ? an illos Accuſatores juſtos fecit pramiſſa 
Damnatio? Itane fortunamnibil puduit, ſi minits accuſate Innocentie, at Accuſan= 
tium Vilitatis? 4 2 8 (RE 

What? are both the Merits of the Accuſed, and the Crimes of the Accuſers. 
io ſoon forgotten? And though you blush not to Arraign the Innocenr, 
are you not, at leaſt, aschamed of the Infamy and Baſeneſfs of thoſe Wit- 

'....nefles by whom youdo it? | 

Fraus aperta patuiſſet, ſi nobis ipſorum Confeſiione Delatorum, quod in omnibus negee 
tiis maximas vires habet, uti licuiſſet, 

The Cheat would have eaſily been diſcovered , had it been lawful for us to 
alledge in our behalf the Confeſſions of the very Informers themſelves; 
which inall cafes have ever been reputed of the greateſt momenr. 

Nonita ſenſus noſtros meror hebetavit, ut impios ſcelerata contr4 virtutem querar 110« 
litos, sed, que ſperaverint, effeciſſe vehementer admiror. 

Grief hath not yet ſo far ſtupified or darkened my Underſtanding, as to 
make me complain, that Wicked Men should have Wicked Deſigns 
againſt the Vertuous : But I extremely admire, that [in a Civiliz'd Nati- 
on | ſuch Attempts as theſe should ſucceed according to their wishes, 

Qui nunc popult rumores, quam diſſens multipliceſq, ſententie, piget reminiſci, Hoc 
rantum dixerim, ultimam eſſe Fortune adverſe ſarcinam, quod cum miſeris aliquod- 

O crimen aſfingitur, que perferunt, meruiſſe creduntur. 
It will be tedious to declare, what variety of Reports there is amongſt the 
| People, and how many different and diſagreeing Opinions are daily ven- 
ted : Let me only fay, that when the imputation of any Crime is laid on 
the Innocent, this 1s the laſt and heavieſt burthen of their misfortune, 
viz. that what ever Eyvils are inflicted on them, they are thought to de- 
ſerve. | 

Videre videor nefarias ſceleratorum officinas gaudio latitiag, fluitantes; perditifimum 
quemque novis Delationum ſraudibus imminentem ; jacere Bonos, noſtri diſcriminis 
terrore proſiratos; Flagitioſum quemq; ad audendum quidem facinus Impunitate, 

q ad efficiendiim verd Preemiis incitari; . Inſontes autem non mods ſecuritate, verim 

: - ipsaetiamdefenſione privatos. : Fs 

 Methinks, I ſee Villains triumphing, their abominable Trade flourishing, | 
their Mints and Forges ſucceſsful, and their Shops and VP arehouſes of Ini- 
quity well ſtored. Every Ignominious and Forlorn Caitiff is buſted in 
finding out New Cheats and Fresh Perjuries : Our Sufferings Diſmay 
the Good | and interrupt their Pious Actions. | Bur Rogues are encou- 
raged by Impunity to dare, -and by ReWards to perform their Villanies. 
And the Innocent are not only deprived of Security, but even | through 
cloſe Impriſonments and other Arts of their Adyerſarics | of all freedom. 
and opportunity of making their Defence. 
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To my Dear Countrymen, and Fellow Subje&ts, the 
Commons of ENG LAN D. 


Dear Countrymen, 


T Was long ſince, that I took this little Tak in hand, but having ſpent ſome fe bours 
on it, the Abſurdities Which occurred in the ſubjett of theſe Remarks ſeemed to me 
ſo evident, the Partialities ſo palpable, and finally, the Whole Piece of Injuſtice ſo 
monſtrous and amazing, that, for my part, I quietly laid doWn the Pen, concluding 

With my ſelf, that the Text Would ſpeak, much plainer than any Comment ; and that 4t 
Would be little leſs than to. affront mankind, ſhould I sheWw_ ſo mean an opinion of the 
loweſt Humane Vnderflanding, as to imagine tbat it ſiood in need of my 1lluſtrations for 
the diſcerning things ſo extremely manifeſt. 1 could not find in my heart to enter upon 
formal Diſcourſes, that I might convince a reaſonable Creature , That one and one made 
two, and 1Wo andtWo four : That it Was very improbable that a man should have tun 
aWay With one of the Kings Great Ships under his Cloak: That One could not Well be at 
York and London at the ſame time : That it Was hardly credible that men in their 
right ſenſes Would Murtber their beſt Friends, and ſpare their greateſt Enemies : That 
When Witneſſes contr adit themſelves, both ſides of the contradiftion could not be true : 
That (let my Lord Chief Inſtice ſay What be pleaſes) men ought not to havethe more cre= 
dit for having been great Rogues, notorious Lyars, and often guilty of Perjury: And briefly, 
that there :s no ſuch Vertue in the Kings Pardon (Witneſs the Att of Oblivion) as z6 
change arrant Knaves into Honeſt Men. What is it to explain ſuch things as theſe, but 
70 hold a Candle to the Sun , aud to.tell the Readers that you ſuppoſe they have forfeited 
3 their Patent of Reaſon, and loſt the diſtinftive Sign between them and Beaſis ? 1 hoped 
therefore,that this Tryal Would have condemned it ſelf, and that you, my dear Countrymen, 
Would, on maturer thoughts, as far as in you lay, have revoked the Verdidd, Which that 
Miſtaken or Malicious part of you, the Iury, ſo unreaſonably delivered: Andthat likeWiſe, 
0n account of the Common. ſafety, you Would long ago have unanimouſly Petitioned, that 
Sir W.Scroggs might be(if not punisbed With proportion to his Cruelty, yet at leaſt ſent 
back to his antient Trade, as apparently the more ſuitable to his Inclination and unalterable 
Genius. Andon the other ſide, When inſtead of this I found the unjuſt Sentence generally ap= 
Plauded, the Blood of Innocents more and more thirſted after, and the Lives of Honeſt 
Men Wreſtedout of thoſe Hands, Which inthis Conjuntture Would never have endeavoured 
their Protettion, but onthe aſſurance of their being Wholly guiltleſs : When, 1 ſay , this 
 Hellish Phantome of 4 Pretended Plot. gained neW forces every day,and either ſuppreſſed, 
or outfac'd the cleareſt Evyidences to the contrary : When Laurels Were provided. for the 
Shameleſs Forehead of our Lord Chief Juſtice, Statues Erefted ro Oats and Bedlow, 
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# Crew of Infamons Wretches adored, and our poor Nation ready to fall into the Old 
Egyptian Idolatry of Worsbiping Serpents and Crocodiles. Though all this (as you Will 
perceive) happened quite otherWiſe, than my imaginations had per[Waded me to hope, yet 
it altered not myPurpoſe of ſilence, but the tio different extremes (as it often comes to paſs 
in natural cauſes) produced in me the ſame effet. At firſt 1 14id aſide my Endeavours, be- 
cauſe I thought them needleſs, and now they appeared to me altogether as fruitleſs and 
mmefſetual. I then ſuppoſed that the Diſtemper Would have been healed of its own accord; 
and noW I judged, that it Was beyond my induſtry and skill to cure it, But after ſome time 
looking through the vaſt Wood of the Common People, I diſcovered many Who meant Well 
amidſt ſo much ill as they ſaid and did, Whom the frequent Proclamations and Votes of Par- 
liament falling on an entailed prejudice,together With the horrid ſpeacles of ſo many Bat 
barous Impriſonments, and moſt Bloody Executions , bad Wrought into the firm belief of a 
Popish Conſpiracy. Shall We (ſaidthey) imagin that Perſons of the greateſt PViſdom 
and Honour of the Nation can either miſtake , or att unworthily? 1s it poſitble that our 
Indges, our LaWyers, and our Inries should be ſo prodigal of Innocent Blood, as ſome Would 
have us think, ſince the leaſt drop thereof muſt coſt them fo dear? 1 perceived likeWiſe, 
that the too great Modeſty, and (perhaps, imprudent) Caution, WhereWuh Catholicks for - 
bore in any loud manner to vindicate themſelves, Were no ſmall increaſe to this Error, incli= 


ning men to believe, that, becauſe they heard little from us, we badlitrte to ſay in our behalf, 


and:conſequently rather exaſperating than moderating our miſtaken Perſecutors. NoW, 


"though I could not Wholly excuſe the ignorance Which T have here deſcribed, being the effett 


of unjuſt prepoſſeſſions, or it may be, the punishment of other ſins; there being nothing 


' more ordinary With God Almighty, than to chaſtiz.e an unlaWyful Deſire in the Will by an | 


unuſual Blindneſs in the underſianding; Spargit Deus [ ſays St. Auguſtine | poenales 


 ccecitates ſuper 11/1citas cupiditates; HoWeyver it ſeemed to me that there Was ſome 


compaſſion to behad of a Miſtake, and ſome drfſerence ro be made between thoſe Who Were 
thus erroneouſly Cruel, and theſe Who out of pure Malice or Diabolical Deſigns, began and: 
carried on this moſt Inhumane and Tragical Impoſture: And therefore for their ſakes Who® 
are miſled, and on that ſcore leſs guilty and more curablethan the reft , 1 have thought 
fit to finish and publish the following Remarks ; pretending not ſo muchto explain the (ub - 
ject matter of them moreclearly chan it is init ſelf (Which, as I have already hinted, 
Were almoſt impoſſible) as to point out thoſe things to my Readers , Which 1 deſire them to 
conſider, 1 declare then,that this ſmall Piece and Produdtt of 4. feW hours (for What need - 
Was there of many for the remarking things ſo palpable and ovvious ?) is diretted only to 
that part of- the Nation, Which laboureth under 4 fallacy : For , to thoſe others,Who are 
not ignorant of their Injuſtice, andWho have eitber aftedcontrary to their knowledge, or 
(Which is as bad) concealed it in prejudice of the Innocent, I shall only ſay, That there is 
an Undeceivable and*moſt Righteous God', Who is to judge.them; That there is an Hell, 
Which (unleſs they repent) Will ſnatch them from their ſtately Houſes , and fine Apart- 


ments ; andthat thoſe Devits, Who now tempt them, Will then rack_andtorture them to 


all. exernity. But rbat they may not pleaſe themſelves With the yain fancy of 4 long oy 
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ealſe life inthemean time, let them refleft bow cloſely the Divine Vengeance (Which is- 
ſardto baye leaden feet in other occaſions) purſues the shedding of Innocent Blood, 
Which moſt commonly is ſcarce ſooner dry, than revenged. HoW quick, Were thoſe Calami- 
ties Which followed that Blood, Which nevertheleſs Was shed for the Benefit and Salvation 
of the VVorld? Fo bring theexamples that are i confirmation of this truth, Were to num- 
ber the Sands of the Shore; and therefore I shall only ask, What became of thoſe Bishops, 
Who {laying 4 proportionable Foundanion of the enſumg, Miſeries) made Way for the late 
Lord of Straftord*s Death? VVas their exroneous Divinity, peradvyeniure, leſs effe- 
fualin moving the King of, Heaven to Decree their oWn Deſtruttion , thanit bad been in” 
prevailing With their earthly Sovereign, to conſent to that of the Earl? Andif you Will 
not charge your Memories fo far, be pleaſed only to conſider, What hath even noW began to 
be inflittedon ſome of your Fellow-Contrivers, Who are already falling mtothoſe Pits, 
Which they had prepared for others, He that ſlays With the Sword sball perish by the 
SWord, and have the ſame immature and haſty Fate Which he procureth to another : 
And He that Munthers With the Sword of Tuſtice, provoketh the ſame Iuitice more imme. 
diately, andit is not to be admired if his punitshment be not only the more ſevere, but the 
more ſpeedy alſo. This being all I bave to ſay to theſs Gentlemen and their Turk 8h Po- 
licy, Which cauſeth them to fill up Motes, and make Bridges With Mens Bodies, that they 
may paſs on to their no leſs unchriſtian Deſigns, .1 returu to you, my dear Country. 
men, Who haye been deceived by them, and think you do God good ſeryice , Whilſt You 
are doing their work,, Who are ſet on by the Devil. Itis you, of Whom I beg to open 
your eyes. Itisto you, that I appeal #bebalf of your Innocent Neighbours and Fel- 
low Subjefts. Itis you, Whom | beſeech to afford me 4 little of your Conſideration, and a 
fe of your ſecond Thoughts. Itis a ſmall requeſi Which I make unto you, and What I 
hope from. you Will not ſeem much, When [ affirm it to be only this, viz. That you Woutd 
giveno farther credit to this Bloody Cheat, than thoſe do, on Whoſe PerſWaſion and 
Authority you have hitherto believed it. And therefore give me leave ,..(though it may 
increaſe this Epiſile beyond ih: length 1hat Were fit) to lay before you one Inſtance, out of 
an innumerable heap, Whereby i may appear, h »W little your Superiours themſelves be- 
lieve that Which they impoſe on you. VVe are juſt now. told in one of the News- 
Manuſcripts from Whitehall of the 6th. inſtant, (til. ver. That, on the. 2d. my 
Lord Brudenel, having embraced the Proteſtant Religion, was with great kind- 
neſs and reſpect, fully diſcharged by His Majeſties Court of Kings-Bench, 1 
remember that this Lord Was (not long ſince) accuſed by Bedlow of the Dreadful Con- 
ſpiracy, and had therein (as you all knoWv:) none of the leaſt shares , or meaneſt Poſts 
aſ1gned unto him. HoW then 1s he ſo ſoon cleared? VPhat force hath his turning 
Proteſtant to juſtzfie him ro the World, or to manifeit his Innocence ? Andif his Lord- 

Ships Integrity appear, b3W comes Bedlow's Perjury to be yet in the dark, Who hath - 
{ Worn him a Traytor? Tou Willperhaps anſwer me, that the King may pardon Whom he 
pleaſeth ; andthat on bis Lordships change of Religion, there being great hopes of his 
amendment in manners, his Majeſty could not be blamed for admitting bim again into his... 


FAVO0Ur,- . 


"Favour, But this is to miſtaks the Caſe; He is not forgiven, but legally, and Without 
the intervention of His Majeſties Pardon publickly acquitted. Andif ſo, hol can any one 
th:nk that theſe men believe the Treaſon, Whenin this manner they diſmiſs the preten- 
ded 'Traytor. Nay, to think thus, Were at the ſame time to ſuppoſe them unjuſt, and 
to have betrayed the Security of the CommonWealth, by Winking at the higheſt Enormi- 
ties, and releaſing the moſt dangerous Offenders. But that jour Satisfattion may be 
yet greater, Let me grant you, that there are ſuch powerful Charms in Proteſtancy, 
as can diſpel and annihilate the blackeſt Crimes, provided that you alſo ſuffer me to put 
Jouin mind, that our Nobleman hath ever ſince his Change openly diſoWned This Con- 
ſpiracy, denying flatly all thoſe Treaſons Which Bedlow had as flatly [worn againſt 
him. And yet he 1s not only received into our good Opinions , but embraced With the 
greateſt Teſtimonies of our affettion. VVhence is all this kindneſs, if the Credit of the Plot 
ſubſi$t ? Is it not evident that either my Lord Brudenel (denying What is objefted againſt 
him) muſt be thought an Hypocritical and Vnſincere Proteſtant, and ſo not to deſerve this 
favour and reſpeit ; orelſeit muſt be concluded, that Bedlow is 4 Perjur'd Villain, his 
Story 4 meer Fittion and Chymera,and his Teſtimony good for nothing but to deſiroy obſti= 
nate Papiſts?Tou may ſee (my dear Countrymen) clearly enough in this ſingle inſtance,that 
our Superiours (Whatever they pretend to the contrary) entertain not the leaſt belief of this 
Renowned PLOT. But that you likeWiſe may perceive , on What juſt grounds 
they forbear the crediting it themſelves, and hoy unjuftly they abuſe you into ſo falſe an 
Apprehenſion, T deſire you to peruſe, With ſome little attention, the enſuing Remarks ; 
not that they are all Which occurred out of this Tryal it ſelf , or the thouſandth part of ' 
What is and might be collefted elſewhere to undeceive you , but that T think them entire« 


ly ſufficient ; And leaving youto judge, 1 remain, 


Paris, , Your aſſured Friend, 
June = 1079: 
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REMARK 5s 
Onthe TRYAL of 
Mr. - treland, Mr. Pickering , and Mr. Grove, 


Which was lately Published by Authority. 


Pag. I. 


Any of the firſt Pages are taken up with an exact , 
& /eg. 


Regiſtry of the Forms of Law., which (though 
It may ſeem a tedious impertinence to others, 

yet) for my part, Imuch commend in the Publisher, this 
being the only piece of Juſtice, which. we have in the 
whole Proceſs, and ſerves not only to increaſe the 'Vo- 
lume, and conſequently the Price, butalſo ſomewhat to 
diſguiſe the following Oppreſlion and Tyranny ; inclining 
the Reader to believe at firſt, as well that in this Relation 
nothing was left out of what paſled at the Tryal, as that. 
whatſoever paſſed there, ſwerved not a tittle from the 
ſtricteſt and moſt preciſe Equity. But how well theſe two. 
laſt points were performed, you shall hear anon. 

Sir Samuel BaldYyn reckoneth the Priſoners at the Bar P, x3; 
to be three Jeſuites, one Prieſt, and one Lay-man. Itis 
a wonder that the Informers being Fellow-Conſpirators, 
and of ſo long Acquaintance, should not have known: 
their pretended Brethren better, it being very publick. 
amongſt Catholicks and: many others , that the perſon 
oh ? Mr. Pickering ) whom they took for a Prieſt, was 
none, 


Proving 


Remarks on the 'Tryal of 


Proving that Jeſuites came from Spaiz about the Gun- 
Powder Treaſon, ſays he, This is evident by the AF of Parlia- 
ment, &c, One would think who takes the opinion of 
my Lord Chief Juſtice, and the reſt of the Bench, thar 
no Record (and in this caſe the AA of Parliament mulſt 
be looked on no otherwiſe) could be any evidence, ſince 
Page 35, Mr. Fenvick, oftering to produce an Authentick 
Writing from the whole Colledge of Sr, Omers, atteſted 
by the Magiſtrates of the Town in his behalf, It was: 
rold him , that ſuch a Teſtimony ſignified nothing. 
But I muſt confeſs, that 1t 1s a ſtrong prejudice with me 
againſt the Credit of Acts of Parliament, to have ſeen, 
that Both Houſes on the fingle Teſtimony of one infa- 
mous Villain, without hearing what could be anſwered, 
or what Witneſlgs could be brought by the Accuſed, pro- 
ceeded to Vote, That there had been, and Was a moſt Hellich 
Plot azainſt bis Majeſty, contrived and carried on by men of 
the greateſt Worth, and moſt unſpotted Reputation. This, 
I ſay, will hinder me for ever from putting Acts of Par- 
liament amongſt the Articles of my Creed. 

He tells you, That on the 24th, of Apra4, between 40. 
and fo. Jeluites met at the White-horſe Tavern in the 
Strand, Methinks the Vintner and Drawers might have 
been good Witnefles, and ought to have been called for 
by ſuch as had any ſincere deſire of finding out the Truth, 
It being plain, according to this Story, that the Vintner 
and his Servants were no Contidents of thele Jeſuites ; 
ſince, for tear of being diſcovered or ſuſpected, they met 
Not all together, bur a few at a time, each parcel going 
off before another came in. You may imagine that four 
or five came ata time, ſo that there might be about ten 
Companies in all :: Theſe.Cyou mult ſuppoſe) were ad- 
vertiſcd robe very punctual to their reſpe&tive hours, or 
rather minutes ; They mult likewiſe have come pretty faſt 
one after another, and diſpatched their Wine and Con- 


ſultation 
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Mr. Irelant, Mr. Preker mg, and Mr. Grove. 
ſultation apace, or'ele very probably there would -not 
have been time forall of them in ane Forenoon, conſider- 
ing what was to be done afterwards,as you Shall know pre- 
ſently. At this Tavern they find orders to remove them- 
ſelves and their Debate in ſeveral Companies, to ſeveral 
parts of the Town, Where was the punctuality of hours 
for meeting at the Tavern, and the joyning 'of /the {mal- 
ler Companies contrived. > Were they all together when 
that vias done > If ſo; why did they not conſult then, ra- 
ther than hazard the Inconveniencies of another. Meet- 
ing> If not; why at thoſe. places where the:re{pective 
lefſer Companies met (if not before) were they not dire- 
ARed to the (everal Chambers, where the Conſults were 
ro be accomplished, rather than , foolishly to repair to 
the White-horſe at certain and different hours, for no other 
end, but that there they might receive new'/Orders :for 
their going to the Chambers > Indeed Sir Samwe!, this 
Travelling had been fitter for the Firſt of April, than! tor 
the Twenty fourth, He ſays , They met not all together 
for fear of Diſcovery : And certainly, were it not for 
that, it had been moſt convenient for their Confult, thar 
they should have been together ; and I fee no reaſon; 
why they might not as well have met together to Con- 
ſult, as they did the very ſame day about noon to: heat 
Mats and receive the Sacrament at Mr.itebread's Cham- 

ber, according to Mr. Oates, Page 27, i 
| believe that our Dramatick Writers would: find Buſi+ 
neſs.enough for this Forenoon in theſe Tranſactions.: B&+ 
tween 40..and 5o.” men” divide themſelves into ſmall 
Companies :'The Companies ſucceed'one.another at:the 
FTavern':'Each-of them ſpends:ſome time: there : They 
withdraw to ſix or ſeven ſeveral parts of the Town: : Cony 
ſult of 'x” weighty Afﬀair ::'Ons common Inftrument is 
drawn'up; and carried from Charnber'to Chamber to: be 
. vigned byall ; This every-one peruſes [p.26,] and then 
B Signs ; 
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Signs : In concluſion they all Aſſemble together, hear 
Maſs, and take the Sacrament, and an Oath of Secrefie 
at Mr, Whwrebread's, And now, leaving the foregoing Spe- 
culation to the Poets, I would: ask Mr. Oates, whether 
theſe Gentlemen drank any thing art the Tavern, or not > 
If they had not called for Wine, the Vintner had not been 
pleaſed: And if they had not drunk what they called for, 
it had been an excellent Circumſtance in Mr. 0ates's Tale, 
and would not have eſcaped him. Beſides, in ſuch a caſe 
it would have been better for them to have met in the 
Piazza of Covent-Gardez, or ſome other place of the' like 
nature, than in a Tavern. I believe it will ſeem moſt 
probable that they drank: And every one knows that 
there is nothing ſo Religioully obſerved amongſt Catho- 
licks as not to eat or drink before the receiving the Sa- 
crament, the contrary (unleſs in caſes of great ſickneſs 
and danger of death) being held a Mortal Sin. I doubt 
not but ſuch, as would Murther their King, would not 
ſtick atany Mortal Sin : But how did they exped to ſe- 
cure ſecreſie by that act of Religion, when according to 
their own Principles, that act of Religion was then vio- 
lated > lf | 

You have now beheld the main Body of this Terrible 
Information : And what think you of it > would not 
ſuch a Plot be hiſs'd by a Country Village>Would even the 
Jury-men themſelves endure That on the Stage, which 
ſeems to themto be ſo well De/zzned at the Bar > And yer 
this is that ſtory ,, whereof my Lord Chief Juſtice (full 
and even burſting with Rhetorick) ſays [ p. 72.] that it is 
almoſt impoſſible for- any man either to frame the like 
[if he means ſo abſurd an one, I agree with him in that] 
or not to believe when it is told. 

Mr. Finchſays, That the Priſoners were not Indicted 
for being Prieſts, which he mentioned for their ſakes, 
that they might not fancy that they ſuffered Martyrdom 
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for their Religion. But yet he adds preſently, and almoſt 
in the ſame breath, That what they were Indicted for, 
was a great Principle of their Religion, Pray Mr. Fich, 
How $hall they forbear to fancy that they die Martyrs, 
when you tell them that itis a great Principle of their Re- 
ligion for which they die > O that Men would know 
themſelves to be but Men,and think that ſometimes they 
may be miſtaken ! And denying Infallibility, in fpight of 
God's promiſes, to the Univerſal Church in matters of 
Faith, would not arrogate it to themſelves in every kind; 
of thing, mavgre that Blindneſs and Error, which the 
ſame God aſſures us to be unſeparable from our Nature ! 
Oates ſays, The Conſult of Teſuites met in ſeveral Chambers at the P, 19, 
Tavern ( which like the Incoherence of a ſick man's 
Dream, agrees not with the Idza which was given us at 
the opening of the caſe) and choſe John Cary for their Pro- 
curator at Rome, &c, They were, it ſeems, in ſeveral Cham- 
bers to avoid ſuſpicion, and yet agreed to one common 
Reſolve. What > did Mr, Oates, or any other perſon carry 
the Reſolve from one Chamber to another > -would not 
that be more Suſpicious, wiz, that a Correſpondence 
Should be obſerved between the ſeveral Companies, and 
yet they should forbear the Meeting together in one 
Room > If this be not improbable, I know not what is. 
Oates ſays, Inſtrufions from St. Omers for Killing the King, P, 20. 
the Bishop of Hereford, and Dr. Stillingfleet were Copied ont, 
and diſperſt abroad by Mr.Coleman. Are things of this nature 
diſperſt abroad, and communicated through the Kingdom 
In a plain legible hand>Add to this Thar Letters were ſent 
To and Fro of the Propoſal made to Sir George Wakeman 
for poiſoning the King, which was likewiſe entered in 
ſeveral Books. Mr, Finch ſays , þ- 17. All that the Wit of man 
could do, theſe men bad done, Now , 1 appeal to the Politici- 


ans whether the Condue, which is here mentioned, can 
deſerve ſuch an Elozium, or not ? 
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You may oblhcre, that, when Mr. Oates is preſs*dhard in. 
any matter, my Lord Chicf Juſtice, or {ome of the Judges, 
Or Lawyers, take care immediately to divert the Dif- 
courſe, as paze 23. when Mr, Whitebread urgeth that an hun- 
dred andan hundred could witneſs that Oates was at St, 
Omer's at ſuch time as he ſwore he was at London : Mr,White- 
bread is told, that he should have another time to ſpeak ; 
and they haſtily turn the minds of the Jury to another 
matter, by impertinently asking Mr, Oates when Mr. Cary 
went for Rome, and what was his Errand : Though after- 
wards he was never preſled to tell what his Errand was, 
which; was the moſt material part of their queſtion, But 
this ſeryed to alter the courſe and decline the Rock, 
againſt which Mr, Oates's Teſtimony was in dangcr of 
ſplitting. 

Pickering and Grove were certainly two moſt ſtout Cham- 
pions, having reſolved (they two alone) to Aſſattnate 
the King in St. Tames's Park, in the midſt of his Servants, 
the Sentinels, and Guards, Perhaps ( Cas the mode is now- 
a-days) it will be anſwered, That they cared not though 
they loſt their lives, after ſo Meritorious an Aion. 1f 
ſo: How came it to paſs, that they had not done it du- 
ring thoſe ſeveral years, whercin Oates {ays that they fol- 
lowed the King.:tor that purpole , fince the common 
Proyerb teacheth us, that He Yho deſpiſeth his oven life, is 
eaſily Maſter of another ? 1 believe there are few, bur 
will grant me, Thar, if Papiſts were ſuch odd kind of 
men, as neither. to ſcruple the taking away a King's 
Life, nor to regard the loſs of their own, our Gove= 
reign ( for theſe ſeveral years which Mr, "Oates {peaxs 
of) hath been preſerved by a perpetual Miracle | which is 
hard to believe in Ages, wherein the Proteſtants 

aſſure us that Mzrader are ceaſed] ſince every body knows 
how many Papiſts (and even of theſe Pretended Conipi- 
rators) have almoſt daily bcen near his Royal Perks 
| An 
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| and what conſtant Opportunities they have had of ma- 
king ſuch an Attempt, had they ever deſigned it. And 
hereof his Majeſty himſelf was ſo ſenſible, that notwith- 
ſtanding the news which was brought him of this Plor, 
he converſed as freely and openly with the Roman Ca- 
tholicks at New- Market and elſewhere, as he had former- 
ly done : It being likewiſe (as we cannot but imagin) 
very hard for Him to fancy, that Thoſe who had loſt and 
hazarded ſo much for the Defence of his Life, should, all 
on the ſudden, conſpire to take it away. 

You have here a pleaſant paſſage of this Tragi-Come- P. 24. 
dy. Mr. Pukening for being careleſs of the Flint of his Pi- 
ſtol, and thereby loſing an opportunity of shooting the 
King, receives the chaſtizement of 20, or 30. lashes : 
And Mr. Whitebread gives an account hereof in Letters, 
which Mr. Oates ſaw. This piece of , Mock-ewvidence 18 grave- 
ly called for by the King's Councel, and as gravely hear- 
kened to by the Jury : And is a part of that Tale, which 
(how ridiculous ſocver it muſt needs ſeem to Intelligent 
and Sober Perſons) hath, I know not by what Charms 
(inſtead of moving laughter) laid us all under the grea- 
teſt Fears and Conſternations imaginable, 

Mr. Whitbread having intelligence before the 3d. of P, 24, 
Septemoer that the Plot was diſcovered to the King, and. 
preſuming that Mr, Oates had done it, who on that day 
came to his Chamber, He fell upon him , beat, reviled, 
and turned him out of doors, commanding him to go be- 
yond-Sea again 3 and afterwards aſſaulted his Lodging to 
havemurthered him there. And certainly, had they been 
ſuch villanous and crafty Conſpirators', as you make 
them, it had been very reaſonable for them to have mur- 
thered him ; And I wonder that they had not done it be- 
fore, when they had him in their power at Mr, Whites 
tread's, What> would They , who are ſuppoſed to have 
murthered Juſtice Godfrey (who neither did, nor could 

do 
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' do them any harm ; butonthe contrary was their ſpecial 
Friend) ſuffer one whom they ſo violently ſuſpe&ed to 
have betrayed them, and was ſo intimately acquainted 
with all their Deſigns, to efcape their hands > Or, if they 
thought fit to let him go, would they not rather ſpeak 
him fair, than by Reviling and Beating provoke him to 
diſcover. them, in caſe he had not yet done it, eſpecially 
when, being told of the Diſcovery , he would molt pro- 
bably think of ſecuring himſelf, and be able to do ſo, and 
revenge himſelf at the ſame time by farther revealing 
their Contrivances> Mr, Finch, I muſt needs ask you a 
ſecond time, whether the Jeſuites did here, all that the 
Wit of man could reach, Either they were perſwaded 
that Oates had diſcovered them, And then why did they 
lethim go 2 or, that he had not, And then why did they 
beat him > If they were afraid to kill him , They ought 
much more to fear the Beating , and diſmiſſing him with 
ſuch an Afﬀront, Then his Lodgings were aſlaulted : 
What Lodgings> Where were the witneſſes of this aſ- 
fault > His Landlord or Landlady > But inſtead of ſuch 
queſtions as theſe , leſt the Jury should pauſe on ſo much 
abſurdity, Mr. Serjeant Baldyyz asks, whether it were 
Pickering or Grove that had the Flint of his Piſtol looſe : 
and my Lord Chief Juſtice carries on the Digreſfion, 
What arts and tricks are theſe > This Tryal is nothing 
elſe buta Tryal of sku{: Wherein our Sages have a mind to 
Shew the World, how dexterouſly they can foil Innocence 
even by thoſe Weapons (I mean the Laws) which were 
meant for its defence. How is it poſlible for any Falſe 
Witneſs of common ſenſe, nay, even for any Mad-man 
to be diſproved or caught in an abſurdity , when ſuch 
Care is taken by the very Judges to prevent it > Agree- 
able hereunto is that great Caution which His Lordship 
uſeth, þ. 26, 27, and elſewhere, that the Priſoners should 
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Mr. Ireland, Mr. Pickering, and Mr. Grove. © I 
ask the Witneſſes no Queſtions difting the courſe of their 
Evidence, deferring that liberty till afterwards, when 
moſt probably ſuch Particulars as from time to time oc- 
curred to them, will have flipt out of their minds. A ve- 
ry hard caſe for ſuch as knew not what would be objected 
againſt them and therefore were to anſwer extempore ! 
But before I leave this Paragraph, I cannot but offer to 
your Conſideration, whether it be probable or no, that 
the Jeſuites being conſcious before the third of Septem- 
ber, thatſo Horrid a Plot of theirs was detected, should 
be ſo ſtupid, and ſupinely negligent as not to provide 
for their ſecurity, but tamely ſuffer themſelves on the 
29th. of the ſame month. to be furprized at their uſual 
and conſtant Lodgings, which were known4to ſo many, 
and to the Informer himſelf > I ſuppoſe that they who 

- believe this, will not agree with Mr. Finch, that the ]e- 
ſuites are the wiſeſt men inthe world, But Canſwerſome) 
Had they fled, it had argued Guilt, What then > The Plot 
was already diſcovered, and conſequently the -fear of 
Diſcovery was over, and gave place to the fear of loſing 
their lives. I would fain know, whether High-way-men, 
or other Criminals of the hike nature, on the knowledge 
of their being betrayed by ſome of their Companions, 
. forbear to flie,, and ro avoid the purſuit of Juſtice, that 
Cout of great Diſcretion!) they may not add to the credit 
of the Informers, [And this was not the caſe neither, 
with the Jeſuites, ſince being obnoxious to the Laws on 
the account of their Prieſthood, it had'been no argument 
of any other Guilt, for them to have withdrawn them- 
Jelves.] It is impoſſible for any Rational and Unprejudi- 
ced perſon toimagine, That not only theſe Prieſts ,, but 
io many Lords, Gentlemen, and others of meaner Qua- 
lity, as have been ſince impriſoned on the account of 
this Plot, would, after the full'publication of its Diſco- 
vcry, be ſo fat from Retiring, that many of them even. 
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put themſelves into the Hands of Juſtice on the firſt hint 
- of their being Summoned, had (all this while) ſo great 
a Guilt have lain upon their Conſciences. Certainly, the 
World muſt acknowledge, that This is zeWv under the Sun, 
and the Firſt Conſpiracy, wherein the Detected Traytors 
were 4o little concerned, 
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L.Ch.I., What ſay you as tothe fourſcore pounds? Oates. That 
was given to the four Rufhans that were to kill the King at VVind- 
ſor : Now that Money I ſaw. L. Ch. I. Where did you ſee it ? 
Oates, At Harcourt's Chamber. L.Ch.1. Where is that? Oates. In 
Duke-ſirect, nearthe Arch. L. Ch,I, Who wasitgiven by? Oates. 
VVilliam Harcourt. L.Ch.I, Who was by when the Money was 
paid ? Oates. Coleman that 1s Executed; and, my Lord, there was 
this Mr. Fenwick by.--------Mr, Fen. Where? Oates. At Harcount”s 
Chamber. 


Now give me leaveto Tranſcribe alſo a piece of Mr. 
Coleman's Tryal, which you will find in the 24, and 2x. 
Pages thereof, | 


Oates. Theſe four Irish-men were ſent that night to VVindſor. How 
they went I know not , but the next day there was a proviſion of 
801. ordered to them by the Rector of London, which is a Jcluite, 
one VV illiam Harcourt, &c. L. Ch. 1. Did heorder the 801. ? Oates. 
Mr. Coleman came to this Harcourr's Houſe, then lying in Duke: ſtreet, 
and Harcourt was not within; but he was directed to come to VP ild- 
Houſe, and at VVild-Houſe he found Harcourt. L.Ch.I. How do you 
know that? Oates. He ſaid, he had been at his Houſe, and [he] 
was not within; Finding him at VVild-Houſe, he asked what care 
was taken for thoſe four Gentlemen that went laſt night to V Vindſor : 
He ſaid that there was 801. ordered. L. Ch. 1.. Who ſaid (o? Oates. 
Harcourt. And there was the Meſſenger that was to carry it. I think 
the molt part of this 801. was in Guinnies : Mr. Coleman gave the 
Meſſenger a Gainny to be nimble, and expedite his Journey: L.Ch.1, 
How Know you' they\were Guinnies? Oates. Haw the Money ap- 
on'the Fable before” Harcolmre, not infis hand. L, Cb,i1. Who was 
'tocarry1tafter them, What Was'his) name? Oates. Irnever: ſaw him 
before, or fince; The Monty was upon the Table: When Mr. 
Coleman came in he gave the Meſlengera Guinny, es. 
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Mr. Ireland, Mr. Pickering, and Mr. Grove. ;: 
What think you Gentlemen > Hath not this Tranſaction 
(which doubtleſs carries horror enough along with it to. 
imprint ſoundly the Circumſtances thereof in one's me- 
mory) in a moſt ſtrange manner shifted the Scene > What 
at the King's-Bench Bar (on the 28. of laſt November) was 
ſaid to have been at Wild-Houſe, is now (on the 17, of the 
ſucceeding month , and) at the Old-Bath, removed to 
Mr, Harcomrt's Lodgings near the Arch in Dake-ſtreet. And 
after all, is this man's word to be taken before the moſt 
ſolemn Proteſtations of Honeſt and Honorable Perſons, 
and (which is of more weight to ſerious Thoughts) even 
of Dying men >. But if the Quality of being the Kzg's 
Witneſs carry him beyond the Imputation of this maniteſt 
Perjury, and the Juſtice of having his whole Evidence 
rejected, yet methinks, you should ſo far condeſcend to 
the Equity of our Plea, as to admit but one fide of his 
Contradictions (it being impoſſible for Both to be true) 
That ſo, atleaſt, the one Half of Us may eſcape with our 

Lives. 

Mr. Wihttebread proteſting very ſolemnly that Oates had p ,g. 
not ſpoken three true vords, the Lord Chief Juſtice anſwers, 
But if yout have a Religion that can give a Diſpenſation for Oaths, 
Sacraments, Falshoods, &c. How can you expect that we should 
beheve you? And yet, My Lord, the only Crime , which 
your Laws punish in the Generality of Catholicks, if not 
in All, is the Refuſal of Oaths , Teſts, and Sacraments, The 
B. Martyr Sir Thomas. More was never accounted a Fool, or 
anunskilful Lawyer ; and yet He urged as a good Argu- 
ment of the Conſcience, which he made of an Oath, 
that he was Arraigned for refuſing to take one, You may 
ſee, if you pleaſe, that in all Ages ſince the Pretended 
Reformation ,- Catholicks have loſt their Employments, 
Eſtates, and Lives, for not complying with your Teſts, Sa- 
craments, and Oaths : And yet, /ay.90u, they Diſpenſe with 
all theſe Things, How can we expe& that our Judge 

GC Should 
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Should defend us againſt the manifeſt Lies and Perjuries of 
Falſe Witneſſes, when He himſelf is thus become One of 
their Number, atteſting an Untruth, as Great, and as evi- 
dently Falſe, asany of Theirs > But, my Lord, before 1 
conclude this Point, let me put you in mind, that this 
Doctrine of yours doth not only traduce Us, but (what 
will more concern you) arraign the Prudence and Coun- 
{el of your Parliaments. Do ſo many Wiſe and Worthy. 
Senators ſpend their Time, and employ their Divinity in 
Contriving Teſts, that they may purge their own Venera- 
ble Aſſemblies, His Majeſties Palace, and,in fine,the whole 
Military and Civil Government of the Nation, from all 
Mixtures of Popery > And do you tell them , that They 
take pains to no purpoſe, Spin the Sand, and ſet Cob- 
_ webs to catch Lyons, by Aflerting that their moſt Artifi- 
cial Oaths and Teſts will ſignifie nothing , but quite loſe 
their Force on the Approach of a Popish Diſpenſation > 
Who might not have ſeen. the Folly of This > And yet 
there are ſome who are ſtill ſo Foolish, as to urge, in an- 
ſwer to this laſt Argument, That many Papilſts (eſpecially 
Perſons of Quality)are loth to make uſe of Diſpenſations, 
out of fear to loſe their Credit ; and conſequently , that 
in ſuch Caſes, theſe Oaths may be of ſome Efficacy. And: 
hereunto they attribute the late Evacuation of the Houſe 
of Peers, But, who can tell me, with whom This Credit 
is in danger of being loſt, Not with the Proteſtants :- 
They cannot think worſe of Us. than they. do already : 
Nay, on the contrary, when we Conform in Appearance 
(fince they can judge no farther) to their Rites and Com- 
munion, They receive Us with great Kindneſs and Re- 
ſpect, as you may perceive by that Inſtance, which you 
read in my Preface: And, indeed, it would be Ridiculous, 
Should they do otherwiſe, and ſeem a ſtrange thing to 
the World, That Chriſtian Religion should neither Send. 
to make Converſions abroad, nor admit of them at home. 


And. 


Mr. Ireland, Mr. Pickering, and Mr. Grove. 
And now, you will not ſay, that we $hall forfeit the good 
eſteem of our own Party, by doing that, which (as you af- 
firm) they all do , and is the general Allowance of our 
Religion, Where, then, is that Diſgrace which you ſpeak 
X of, fave only in that Field, which is ſo fruitful of waize 
XZ and growndleſs Fancies, I mean, Your own Imagination > 
I have talked the more againſt this Tradition of Bownaleſs 
Diſpenſations, on hopes that even the Proteſtants them- 
ſelves will thank me for it, there being nothing more evi- 
dent than that this Opinion ſerves, not only to hide the 
Innocence of the Catholicks, but likewiſe for an Engine, 
and Battering Ram to throw down as many of the Others, 
(whereof ſome have already felt its force) as should be 
thought to ſtand inthe way. For, I beſeech you, What Pro- 
teſtant is ſecure, Should he once be Accuſed of being a 
Papiſt, or Popishly affected > Will the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy ſave him > Will the Receiving the 
Reformed Communion, Going to Church twice every 
Sunday , Or Eating Flesh, (or even Being Drunk, with 
Sr, WS.) on Fridays do him any good> No, He hath a 
Diſpenſation for all theſe things ; And though he should 
offer to be Hanged, that he might have the opportunity 
of Profeſling his Religion oz the Faith, and in the Words of 
a Dying Man,. He muſt not be believed. You ſee there- 
fore, My Proteſtant Friends, what a Dangerous and Deſtru- 
&tive Engine ſome men are poſleſt of in this Opini- 
on, and how much you your ſelves are concerned to 
Wreſt it out of their Hands, or, more properly, to Dash 
itin pieces, What 1s here ſaid of theſe Diſpenſations, hath 
the ſame force againſt that other Calumny of Equivoca- 
tion, Mental Reſeryation, and the like. | 
Mr, Wihitebread confefling that he was Provincial of the P. 29% 
Jeſuites : Why then, ſays my L. Ch. ]. there are more than three 
crue words, vh;ch Mr. Oates hath ſpoken, A pretty Quirk, 
when Lives are at ſtake ! It is to be ſuppoſed, that Mr. 
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Whitebread meant , That Oates had not ſpoken Three true- 
Words relating to the Accuſations of the Indictment , which 
were not for Being Provincial of the Jeſuirtes, or. any 
other Matter of Religion; as.the King's Counſel was. 
careful to declare, Bur this groundleſs Refletion was a 
little Duſt to be thrown. into the Eyes of the Jury, 
which , before we have done , are. to be ſufficiently 
Blinded, and therefore you haye more of it, [page 30.] 
Where Mr. Grove intimating, That He never ſaw Mr. 
Oates at his own Lodging : Why, fays my.L, C. Þ. 4on't you 
knoy Mr, Oates > As if by denying that he had ſcen him. 
at his own Lodging, he had denied to know him. My 
Lord (ſays Mr. Grove) I have ſeen him before; Why this tes, 
replies my L, C. Þ. ask 4a-Papiſt a.8ueſtion, and you sball have 
a Jeſuitical Anſwer, I appeal to any Reaſonable Creature, 
Whether his Lordships Queſtion ariſing from Mr. Grove's. 
firſt Aſſertion, be not more aw», and from the purpoſe, 
than what he now cavils at > Is any thing more ordinary 
than for one,when asked, whether he knows 2 man, whom 
he hath (cen. twice or thrice, but is not well acquainted 
with, to anſwer, 1 know him by fight, or, I have ſeen him, or, 
T am not acquainted With him, or, the like > Are theſe Jeſut- 
tical Anſwers > Truly, if they. are, they are very Ordinary 
ones, and ſuch as we Ordinary,.Folks Speak and Hear evye- 
ry day. But his Lordships Authority will, perhaps, hin- 
der the Jury from making this Reflection, who (as itis to 
be ſuppoſed) are unwilling enough to trouble themſelves 
with ConsIDtrinG in behalf of Papilts. Knowledge of 
any.one, or Acquaintance. may, be taken in two ſenſes, 
which occaſions different Anſwers to the above-mentio- 
ned Queſtion. A Man may know another either fo far as 
to be acquainted with his Manners., as-well as his.Perſon, 
or elſe only ſo far as barely:to diſtinguish his Perſon Cor 
little beſides) from others. In the Firſt Caſe, We ſay, We 
kv. .t hem very well; and in. the Second we. anſwer ; 
ave. 
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bave ſeen them, &c. Itwould have been more Juſt, as well 
as Pertinent, that your Lordship should have refleted on 
what your Famous Witneſs, Mr. Oates, (who almoſt every 
where Anſwers .a-skew.)' ſaid of his Knowledge. of Mr. 
Coleman before the Council, and what he ſaid aſterwards 
thereof before Your Lordship in W*?/imiaſter-Hall. How he 
did not Yell kzoy Him art the Council-Board, but was YelZ 
acquainted with Him at the Kings-Bench. It had likewiſe 
been Juſt, that in this Paſſage [See Mr, Coleman's Tryal,p.32. 
and the four following pages] you should have taken no- 
tice How Mr, Oates.exculing himſelf on the account of his 
Bad Sight , that he did not then well.know Mr, Coleman, 
ſaid thatrhe knew.him as foon as he heard him ſpeak [ſup- 
plying the defe&t of his Eyes by the acuteneſs of- his 
Hearing] Whereas Sir Thomas Doleman told you, It was af- 
ter he had heard Mr, Coleman ſpeak, that He declared, He 
aid not Well know him. Had your Lordship attended hereun- 
to as you ought, Perhaps , you would not have ſaid to 
Mr. Ireland (as you do, þp. 43.) That-nothing appeared to 
you, which reflected on Mr. Oates's Teſtimony ; But, on 
the contrary, you would have ſeen good cauſe, why Mr. 
Oates's Ears. ought to have been pur into as ill a plight, as 
he ſaid, his Eyes were in, I ſay, ſuch-Solid. and. Rational 
Reflections as Theſe had been Equitable, and become the 
Place you hold :. But, 1 muſt conteſs, 1 wonder, How any 
One who would fain be thought a Chriſtian, (nay, and 
Charitable too) could make uſe of ſo many Quibbles, 
and ſuch petty Sophiſms, as would be: punish'd in a 
School-boy's Declamation, tn: fo grave and weighty a: 
matter:: What, my Lord > are they not Men to be Tried > 
or perhaps are they ſo many Beaſts to be Slaughter'd, 
whoſe only Tryal is whether, orno, they are Fat, and will 
yield Money at the Shambles > 
Mr. Grove having owned that he had ſeen Oates twice or P, 31, 
thrice ; ſays Mr, Oates, 1 Will convince him and the Cont, that.32.. 
Er ion oo goo bis be 
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he does know me, and is Well Acquatrited with me: and ſo he rec+ 
kons up ſome few Places where Mr. Grove had ſeen him, 
and been in his company. Methinks, the greateſt proof 
of Mr. Grove's being well acquainted with Mr. Oates, and 
what (if true) had come firſt into his mind, was, that he 
Lodged at Grove's Houſe : which Oates neyer thinks of 
here, but aſſerts on another occaſion, vz:x, when He was 
urged to Prove his being in Loexxon at ſuch time , as, in 
truth, he was at St, Omers, In which point, it ſeems, He 
had greater need of this Lie, than at preſent : and there- 
fore like a good Conſcientious Man, he never made it, 
till extreme neceſſity obliged him thereunto. 

L. C. ]. Then Mr. Oates vas known to you all, he Was no ſuch 
ſtranger to you, as you Would make us believe. It does not fol- 
low that he was known to all, though ſome confeſſed they 
knew him ; neither did they ſtrive to make you believe 
that he was Unknown to themall : And therefore it was 
11l done to amuſe the Jury with ſuch a Reproach., But 
there 1s a Vein of ſuch Diſingenuity, which runs through 
the whole Tryal. 

Mr. Oates os That they [theſe Confſpirators] »ſed to twrn 
What Was done at the Council, the Parliament , -or at the Counts of 
Weſtminſter-Hall, v7 ito Burleſque , tranſlated it into 
French, '&c, Truly Mr. Oates, if it be ſo, You are now ve- 
ry kind to them, and ſave the taking that pains with what 
is done at preſent in Theſe Courts, by making it ready 
Burleſque to their hands. Indeed, There is ſomewhat 
in this Monſtrous and Chimerical Tranſaction ſo Ridicu- 
lous, that 'tis beyond the Humour' of the moſt exquiſite 
Farce to heightenit : And yet at the ſame time there is 
likewiſe ſomewhat ſo Sad,as the DEcHeR Elegy can never 
ſufficiently Lament. 

It ſeems that this Firing of Houſes was looked on as a 
"moſt important piece of” Service amongſt them, ſince 
three Irish-men had 2001, apiece, (beſides 400 /, given to 

Grove) 
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Grove) for the Firing Southvark, when four of them were 
to have but fourſcore pounds for Killing the King, No 
Man yet hath beenable to tell me, why Papilſts should be 
ſo zealous to Burn Houſes. Is it that they may be rid of 
their own (which ſuffer in theſe Conflagrations as well as 
the reſt) and,. to imitate the Primitive Chriſtians, live in 
Dens and Caves > But though there is not the 'leaſt Mo- 
tivefor Us to employ our ſelves in any ſuch thing, yet 
there is great reaſon Why Deſigning and Seditious Men 
Should impoſe the Belief therevf upon the Common 
People; there being nothing more Efficacious to alarm 
and provoke them (as 1s evident) than ſuch an Apprehen- 
ſion. 121 
Mr. FenYvick ſays, That the reaſon why he lent Mr. Oates P. 33, 
cight shillings was, becauſe -he was a Fool. And my L.C.]. 
is ſtil] on the Catch, and Replies, Whex you can't evade be- 
ing. proved Knaves, by. Anſwering Direfly ; you will rather ſuffer 
yoar ſelves to becalled Fools, 1 am weary of theſe Trifles, but 
they are cruel Trifles. Why..was he not able to evade the 
being proved a Knave by an/verizs direffly? Would to God 
your Lordship were inas little.danger thereof, You ſee He 
preſently tells you, that out of Charity he had'at' another 
time Relieved him with five shillings ; .but [becauſe his 
C_ was ſo very ill beſtowed , He accounted himſelf 
Jnwiſe. 


Mr, Oates having Sworn That he was preſent ata Con« F. 35. 
ſulr.held here in Loxdon, the 24th, of Aprel, 1678. ſtil. vet. 
Mr, FeaYvik Afhrms, that He [Oates] was then at St. Omers, 
and offers to proye it'/by a Writing under the Seal of the 
Colledge, Teſtified by: the whole Colledge, and Signed 
by the Magiſtrates: of the Town. . This is accounted no 
Evidence :. Nay, Mr. Juſtice 4th: ſays,- that ſuch'an'one 
would not be Allowed againſt ther :: ThenziI- confeſs, 'it 
1s none indeed, ſince: for:Evidence-againſt Them' a' great 
Nolſe is made'of_ one ſingle Letter, which mentions the 
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Appointment of a Meeting of 7eſuites at London, becauſe 
it likewiſe recommends Secreſie,when every body knows, 
That their very being 2n England requires as much, But 
though this Teſtimony from St,Omers conſiſt of 200, Wit- 
neſſes, Yet they are all Papiſts, and muſt not be believed : 
And therefore my L. C, ]. at the old rate, ſays to Mr, 
FenWwuk, I know not What you cannot get from $t, Omers, Infi- 
nuating hereby, what he plainly Aferts elſewhere , That 
Catholicks make no Conſcience of Oaths, &c, Burt (befides what 
I have already anſwered to this odious Calumny) if This 
were.true, I wonder. why theſe Priſoners had not been 
better provided of Witneſles ; for though the ſtritneſs 
wherewith they were kept, and the short notice they had 
of their Tryal Cwhich was only the night before) per- 
mitted them not to ſend for Any to St. Omers, and Staf- 
ford-shire ; yet, methinks, a ſufficient Number might ea- 
fily have been procured, who would have Appeared: and 
{hn what had been neceſlary at. an hours warning. 
Why was not this done > Good God ! that ſuch Obvi- 
ous Things should not be reflected on ! But ſo irreſiſtible 
is the'Force of Intereſt, Prejudice, and Malice ! 

VVhen the Teſtimony of the whole: Colledge of St. 
Omers muſt not! be thought ſufficient to prove. that Mr. 
Oates was'-out, of Enziand during the above-mentioned 
time, Mr. Wh:tebread propoſeth moſt Candidly , Humbly, 
. and Reaſonably, : that Mr. Oates may be obliged to prove 
by -any two: Witneſſes , that he was then in London, I 
wish'that the-moſt Prejudiced and Malicious would but 
pauſe here. a little, :and tell me , whether it be poſlible 
tor (0 conſiderable a Man, as Mr, Ostes pretends himſelf, 
or indeed for any other, to Travel from Dover to London, 
Tarry:;feverabdays here, andafterwatds Return back again 
by the ſameT[Raad ito; Dover, and: yet: be-unable to prove 
his beingahgn in-Ergiand Gwhich would:have.' been ſuf- 
kcient) by two VVitneſles > | But ſo it is, that he neither 
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proves it by two,nor ſo much as offers to proveit by one, 
It is enough that Mr. Oates ſays it, for the Philoſophers 
Toſe dixit goes not half ſo far as his, I could Exclaim (but 
I find no Exclamations pathetick enough) That any one 
Should thwart his common Senſe and Reaſon to Credit 
one or two Infamous Villains, and not hearken thereun- 
'to for the Belief of ſo many worthy Gentlemen, and 
Perſons of unblemished Reputations ! But inſtead of Wit- 
neſſes, Mr, Oates (according to his cuſtom) produceth 
Circumſtances, which my L. C. ]. likes ſo well, or ſo 111, 


ov <#. 
So 
T 


| that he calls for more of them , page 36. Oates tells you P. 36 


that he came over with ſuch and ſuch Perſons, naming 
ſuch, as either are not at all, or clſe are in Banishment, 
and cannot be produced. But why does he not call on the 
Hackney-Coachman , or ſome Inn-keeper , Drawer, or 
Tapſter on the Road, whom he may have ſeen in his Jour- 
ney, either backward or forward > For, leſt you should 
expect a Witneſs from him of his being in Loudon, He 
tells you, that he was ordered to keep very cloſe at Grove's, 
and ſo not ſtirring abroad , he might not happen to be 
taken notice of by any body during his ſtay there, But 
This wasa Lie, which (as I have already hinted) he was 
forced to coin for this place. For, you s$hall have from 
his own mouth, How coſe he kept : He tells, that on the 
24th, of April, (being part of the time wherein he pre- 
tends to have lain hid) He went to the White-horſe Ta- 
vern in the Strand, then the Conſult held there Adjour- 
ning to five or fix Chambers in ſeveral parts of the Town, 
he carried the Reſolve .of :the Conſult-to all thoſe Cham- 
bers to be Signed, and afterwards returned to Mr, White- 
bread's: And all this Walking up and down was in one 
Forenoon, He tells youlikewiſe [in Mr. Coleman's Tryal, 
Þage 27,7 that within a day (he thinks) after the Conſulr, 
he went to Mr, Langhorn's Chamber in the Temple, and 
Lzbid, p.29,] that then he went thither many times in one 
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Forenoon : And [zb1i4, p.21,] he tells you, that about the 
ſame time he was at Wiabouſe and heard the Reſolve of 
the Conſult Communicated to Mr, Coleman, and [b14. 
that not long after a Letter was ſent him, when(he thinks) 
he was gone a few miles out of Town, &c. Is This Keep- 
ing very cloſe > If you will not take the Teſtimony of the 
whole Colledge of St. Omers, the whole Town of Haſiings 
(the one a Catbolik, the other a Proteſtant Society) nor of 
great numbers of Stafford-shire Gentlemen, both Catho- 
licks and Proteſtants, againſt the unshaken Credit of Mr. 
Oates, Be pleaſed, atleaſt, ro admit of Mr. Oates againſt 
himſelf, You cannot now deny, but that we have as 
Credible a Witneſs, and (as good a Proteſtant) on our 
fide, as you produce againſt us : But ſuch is. our unparal- 
lel'd Misfortune, that the Contradiction muſt not be 
conſidered to Save us, but both ſides thereof muſt ſeve- 
rally be beliey d to Condemn us! I cannot leave this point 
without averring once more, that it is morally impoſſi- 
ble for a man to gad about the Town and Country, as 
Oates profefſeth to have done, andyet not be able to pro- 
duce one Man, Woman, or Child, who ever ſaw him, or 
name any ſuch that could be produced: Moreover,it would 
have been a molt abſurd thing, andinot the effet of that 
Subtilty which you ſeem to fear in the. Jeſuites, for their 
Provincial ſo unreaſonably to have preſumed, that Oates 
could not bring two Witneſſes of his being in England at 
that time, had not, his Abſence then, been moſt cer- 
tainly known unto him : ſince, if Oates had then ſuffici- 
ently proved his being there (as how could the Provincial 
hope otherwiſe,in caſe it were true?)their Cauſe had been 
loſt, every one clearly Convinced of their Guilt, and fi- 
nally a Plot Diſcovered, How is it poſſible for any one 
not to be undeceived here > But .1mpiz impit agent , nequt 
Tntelligent, Wicked Men will do wickedly, and will not 
Underſtand. 


Oates 
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Oates affirming that -in the aboveſaid Months of Aprit 74;J. 
and May he lodged at Mr, Grove's, proves it no otherwiſe 
than by ſaying, that a Flaxen-hair'd Gentleman, and one 
Strange lay there at the ſame time, Had the Priſoners of- 
fered no other Evidence for themſelves, but Circumſtan- 
ces, of their own bare aſſertion, and incapable of being 
farther proved, would you have forborn to laugh at 
them > If Mr. Jreland to prove his having been in the 
Country should have told you likewiſeof a Flaxen-hair'd 
Gentleman whom he met there, or, to ingratiate him- 
ſelf the more, should have ſpoken of a certain Country- 
man, whom he ſaw near ſome Market-Town, on Horſe- 
back between two Panniers full of Quarters of Beef and 
Mutton, who very much reſembled my L. C. ]. in the 
Face, and was then taken by him for one of his Lord- 
Ships Relations. Would you have declared (as you do in 
favour of Mr. Oates's Story) that it was impoſlible for a 
Tale ſo well Circumſtanced to be falſe > I belieye you 
would not, and conſequently that You do not as you Would 
be done by, Mr, Grove denying that Mr, Strange lay in his 
Houſe at that time, my L. C. ]. asked how he could make 
that appear? He replyed, By all the Houſe, One would think 
that here my L. C. ]. should have called for Mr, Grove's 
Family, and examined them in ſo material a point, But 
his Lordships buſineſs, is not to find out the Truth , and 
therefore, (as if he had aſſented to what Mr. Grove had 
ſaid, that the thing might be urged no further) he turns 
oft, and demands, whether they had any more Queſtions 
to ask Mr, Oates, And This is another Inſtance of his 
Lordships Skill, 


Becauſe Mr. Bedloy entertains you with a confuſed and frivolous , 
Story of his Travels into Flanders, France, and Spain,it would not have FX 7 
been amiſs,to have inſerted here a more perfect Journal of his Tranſ- q 
actions in theſe Parts, than that which he is pleaſed togive you, had 
not this been done already, and Publiched from moſt Authentick 
Records in ſeveral other Papers, and " it not moſt caſie for you 
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to inform your ſelves from your own Merchants and Travellers, 
What Footſteps Both He, and his Lieutenant-SWearer (viz. His Bro 
ther) have left behind them amongſt Foreigners: It being one Hap- 
pineſs (amidſt ſo many Misfortunes) of poor English Catholicks, 
that the Prime Diſcoverers of this Pretended Treaſon are ſo well 
known Abroad, as entirely to fatisfie theſe Countries, (wherein Ne- 
ceſſity has forced us to ſeek a Refuge) How Prodigious that Injuſtice 
15 which hath been shewn towards us, and conſequently what Pro- 
Porron of their Pitty 1s due unto our Miſery ; fince otherwiſe it had 

een difficu)t for them to think ſo meanly of any Nation under Hea» 
ven, asnot rather to Believe Us Faulty, than to admit that Humane 
Creatures were capable of ſuch Inhumane and Savage Proceedings, 
However, let me give you one Inſtance of this Fellows Brazen Im- 
pudence, who | p. 29. | is not ashamed to mention Zamora 1n Spaing 
ſaying, That he overtook an Irish Father there,&c. 'That being the 
very place, where he himſelf was overtaken and Arreſted by Oth- 
cers of Juſtice, who purſued him from Bilbao, for having Cheated 
fome English Merchants there (viz. Mr. Frankland, Mr. Steel, and 
Mr. Richards} of 300. Spanish Piſtols. BedloW was then in Company 
with his Younger Brother, who paſled for a Lord Gerard, and He 
himſelf, under the name of VVilliams, for his Fittitious Lordsbips Tus 
tor. They were both pur in Priſon (and in Irons) at Zamora, and 
from thence Removed to the like Apartment 1n Valladolid, till at 
length at the Intercefſion of the Offended Merchants themſelves 
(who were willing to hinder as much of the Infamy of their own 
Nation as they could) they were Releaſed, and made hatte into 
England. But perhaps you like Mr. Oates's 'Teftimony better: and 
therefore you $hall have it concerning theſe Two Brothers [the 
Tutor and Pupil | in the Extratt of a Letter which He wrote from 
Valladolid on the 4th. of September , 1677. to Father SWeerman at 
Madrid. Which I here ſubjoyn, not fo much for Mr. BedloW's fake, 
as that you may diſcern ſomewhat of Mr. Oares*s Spirit, and How 
Great a ſhare he Naturally hath of this WITNESSING Faculty. 
The Extract 1s as followeth. 

Reverend Father,----I cannot but give you 30 underſtand, that it may 
chance that there may come a Perſon , that pretends himſelf to be the Lord 
Gerard, zo Madrid; Accompanied With a pretended Tutor and a Foot-boy, 
together With: Mr, Madan our Country-man, and 4 Spanish Mule-Man. The 
ſaid Lord Gerard is 4 Murtherer to my own knowledge, for in the Pre- 
cnt} of Whitehal be by the ſtrength of bis arm Wrang off a Boys neck,, of 

ty which 1 wasan Eye-Witneb, and fled for the ſame into the Nonth of 
England, 
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England, Where itis ſaid, and not without proof, ' rhat many Robberies 
Were by him committed, with bis Company, and now he is fled the Kingdom 
of England, for he flands Out-laWed for Life, for Non-appearance to his 
Majeſites Proclamation. He Arrived at Bilbao ſome days fince , Where he 
Was Well Treated by the Merchants ; and to recompence their Civility, he gave 
one of them a Shirk for Zoo. Doblones. He, as I am informed, Robbed 4 
poor Prieſt of four Ryals Vellon in his Way from Bilbao to Burgos, 
and beat him becauſe he had no more Money , and that very day he met With 
4 poor Mendicant Fryer, Who had his VVallet With Vidtuals for the Convent, 
and in a mad humor 100k. it aWay from him. 1 dare not aſſert this for truth, 
but I aſſure your Reverence I believe it ; and to tell you 4 Worſe ſtory than 
this , be ſent his Tutor to ſee if there Were any English: in Vallacolid, and 
70 that end the ſaid pretended Tutor repaired to our Colledge , and there he 
found none but my poor ſelf : and becauſe lie Was. my Country-man, | had an 
Inclination to be civil to him, andtherefore 1 invited hum to my Chamber, and. 
left him there till 1 had provided ſomething for him to eat and drink.; and: 
Whilſt 1 Was gone be robbed me of ten Pieces of Eight, and that Whih grie- 
veth me moſt, he took, an English Book Which did belong to the Colledge, 
Which Was Worth about tWo or three shillings: But for God's ſake ſay no- 
thing of the Book, or of my Loſs to Father Reflor of our Colledge. F am. 
content to fit down With the loſs, though I confeſs. he hath not left me rio. 
shillings in the World. 1 give you the imtimation of theſe things that you- 
may not ſuſtain any. dishonour by sbewing- 'the ſaid pretended Lord Gerard 
or his Tutor, ſo called, any countenance : it Will be a baſe disbonour- to our- 
Country-men if ſuch Perſons be ſuſfered to Rogue about the Country, &c. 
Not to trouble you with Qbſcrvattons on what he ſays | mutaro- 
nomine | of Mr. Redlow, I beheve you know How late at night that. 
Action (which. he mentions) of Killing the Boy happened, and how- 
Improbable it is, that Mr. Oates Should have been an Eye-VPirneſs. 
thereof, or having been fo, that he should nor, at this time, inform 
himſclf, Whether this were the: fame Gerard 'whom he pretends ta. 
have ſeen, or not: And you will perceive by this and other pafla- 
ges of the Letter, the ſtrange Inclination and fuperabundant Fans. 
cy, Which. our Informer hath ever had towards his LY IN G:. 
TRADE, fince fo lightly, (to. no-purpoſe,. and without the en« 


couragement of fix Dishes of Meat per Meal). he flips into it, as if- 


1 were impoſſible for him to let any Truth eſcape his Narratives 
without a conſiderable mixture of Falshood and Invention, 


The pk. ey Letter is kept in Mr. Oates*s own hand (which. is 
the ſame wherein one of thoſe five Forged Letters. ſent to Mr. Bed- 
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ding field at Wy was written) and 1s: capable of being produced, 
with many others of. the like nature, whenever the Reaſonablenels 
and Impartiality of, our Judges shall admit the validity of any Evi- 
denceinour behalf. Whereas your Oracle, Mr. Oates, was never 
able roshew ſo much as one, of all thoſe Treaſonable Letters, or 
Commiſhons which he pretends to have received, peruſed, and car- 


ied fo frequently. up and down amongl[t us. 


By this Letter it 1s hkewiſe evident, as it is by ſeveral others in the 
fame hand, | that though Bedlow .and Oates pretend never to have 


ſeen one another before this DISCOVERY, that they might not be 


thought to have contrived their Depoſitions together, yet (ro return his 
Lordships Reproach) They Were no ſuch ſirangers to one another, as they 


Would make us believe. 

Bedlow ſeems here not to have-.been acquainted with 
any Deſign of Kling the King, till Auguſt, 1677. And yet 
page 39, Hetold you | that long before he underſtood ſuch 
a Deſign, by Letters, which he delivered to certain Bene- 
dicin- Monks at Cambray. 

Bedlow. About the latter end'of Auguſt, or r the beginning of Sep. 
rember, (bur I believe it was the latter end of Auguſt) I came to Har- 
court's Chamber, &c. L.C.I. What-part of Auguſt wasit? BedloW, 


The latter end. L.C.I. Do you lay it politively that it was the lat- 


ter end of Auguſt? BedloW, My Lord, it was in Auguſt, I do not ſwear: 
poſitively to a day. 


Had not. Bedly time enough to have recolle&ted him- 
ſelf better, that he might not have thus ſtammer'd in 
his Evidence > Firſt, itis either in A#guſt or September, Then 
poſitively it isin the latter end of Au2#ſt, and being asked 
whether it were in the latter end of Auzuſt, as hehad po- 
fitively ſaid, or not> He boggles.once. more, and (ſo 
fearful is a ouilty Conſcience !) returns no dire anſwer, 
Why does not your Lordship take notice of this notori- 
ous Shifting > Does it not ſeenras if this were the firſt 
time that he eyer. told the ſtory > You are mighty sharp- 
ſighted on the other ſide, and obſerve indirect Anſwers, 
where no body elſe can diſcover them. Are you not a- 
fraid of. the. Woe pronounced by our Lord and Supreme 


Judge 
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Judge againſt thoſe, who perceive the, Mote in the cyes 
of their Brethren, atid'are not able to diſcern the Beam 
in their own > Your Lordships Crime is yet. worle, fince 
what you reprehend in your Neighbour, is meerly the 
Product of your own fancy, and not any fault of his. 

Mr.. Bedlow ſays, That be yas leſs acquainted Yith Mr. Whites p 43s 
bread than With any of the Seriety , and that he could not 
charge him to haye been'of the Plot, lt:mulſt needs ſeem 
ſtrange, that the Provincial and Chief of the Conſpirators 


Should not acquaint himſelf with ſo principal an Agent 
in the Deſign. 


Here I cannot but acquaint the Reader, that on peruſal of Mr. 


Reading's Tryal (which was long after I had made the foregoing Ob- 
ſervation) 1t was nota little pleaſing to me, to find that my Remarks 


were fofar from being Malicious or Far-ferch*d, That Mr. BedloWy him- 
ſelf had juſtified this Laſt (which, you will ſay, is none of the moſt 
Material or moſt juftifiable among(t them) by concluding , 'that it 
would be a le(s prejudice to his Evidence to acknowledge Perjury, 
than to ſuffer it to he under the Abſurdity of his DiſoWning an inth- 


mate acquaintance With Mr, Whitebread , and Mr. Fenwick : And 
therefore He tells you [in that 'Tryal, page 16. and 17.] That Mr. 
Reading had made him Eafie | which is a new expreſſion of Being 
ForſWorn | towards thoſe two:'Gentlemen. For;faith hey could be no ſuch 
ſtranger to Whitebread and:Fenwick, being ſo muth concerned, as I Was, 
in their Affairs .1t Was impoſfible.that I should bz ſo much a ſtranger to them, as 
I [aid, | and, Good Sir,upon your Oath too: ] chat I Was. There can be no 
bettcr proof that one*s Cenſure hath neither been Rash, nor Unjuſt, 
than that Thoſe, who are Cenſured, should own their Failings; ſee- 
ing that Men are. hardly induced to Condemn any thing in them- 
ſelves, whilſt they think it capable of ſo much as a tolerable defence. 
Wherefore I hope that this Remark of mine hath received from Mr. 
Bedloy himſelf; the-greateſt Approbation that could be given it. And 
if ſo, I cannot deſpairof the reſt, which, for the moſt part, are ra- 
ther leſs liable to any exception, than otherwiſe. And , now, be- 
cauſe Mr. BedloW hath done me ſo much right in this particular, I 
can do no leſs in-\Juſtice and Gratitude. than' acknowledge' to: the 
World, that He hath. fully clear'd:himſelf of 'this Abſurdity. But 
alas! (Incidit in ſcyllam, qui yult vitare.Charybdim) he hath fallen hereby 
upon an evident and moſt undeniable Perjury ; and how he will dil- 
entangle 
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entangle himſelf there, 'tis paſt my skill ro chew, and mult be Judge 
Scroggs's task to effe&. I am not ignorant that, [in the Tryal!of Hil, 
Green, and Bury] when it was alledged that Mr. Prance the Prime 
Witneſs had Retrafted in his Majeſtics preſence, what before he had 
Sworn to, and conſequently owned a Perjury, His Lordship urgeth, 
that Mr. Prance made not this Denial upon Oath, and ſo was not 
Forſworn, nor had the Credit of his Teſtimony impaired : But Mr. 
BedloW having on his Oath, (and under an Obligation of OSU the 
whole Truth) averred that he could objeC& nothing of theſe Trea- 
ſons againſt Mr. yvhitebread and Mr. FenWick,, and now Swearing that 
he then knew enough againſt them to have taken away their Lives, 
His Lordships Plea will be ineffeEtual here, and do more Harm than 
Good, fince it ſeems to admit, That, had Prance's Denial been 
likewiſe upon Oath, the, ObjeQion'had been ſolid againſt him, And 
therefore I know not, how he will come off at this time. Indeed, 
my Lord, His Majeſtes Witnefles deal too ſeverely with you, and are 
meer Egyptian 'Task-Maſters, caufing you to make Brick, Without 
Stray, and obliging you to. defend them when you have not the leaſt 
Argument orshadow of Reaſonto do'it with, I ſee but one way of 
attempting it at preſent : You remember that in excuſe of Mr. 
Prance's Retraction, you-were pleaſed to allow'a very weak Reaſon, 
7iz. That He (being a Goldſmith) was fearful of loſing that Trade, 
which he had amongſt the Catholicks, and therefore loth to difob- 
Iige them, &c. Whereas being inſuch danger of Joſing his Life , it 
was.to be preſumed, that he would little think of preſerving his Trade: 
Or if his Avarice {in fpighr of the very fears of Death) should have 
driven him into fuch thoughts as Thoſe, it was not to be imagined 
that at this time of day the Catholicks would appear to him ſuch 
Advantagious Cuſtomers, Or looking after Gain, that he should be 
{o Dull, as not to fee, that WITNESSING was now (beyond Dif- 
pute) the Beit TRADE of the Nation. Now, I fay that, your 
Lordship admitting this weak and frivolous Pretence in behalf of 
Mr. Prance*'s Contradiction, Methinks, you should content your (elf 
with that. ſtronger Motive which Mr, Bedlow offereth/ in favour of his 
Perjury.. And yet, if you doſo, and allow that People may for- 
{wear themſclves, as oft as they pleaſe, provided they shew you 
reaſon for it (as 1 am ſure our preſent Witneſſes, who get ſo much 
by itz: are; well able to. do): It will. be-faid, that the ſame Objection 
which. you make againſt the. Papiſts,, is capable of being broughr 
again{t your 0Wn' lenizaries, Viz,: That they Will (Wear any thing for the 
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Good of their Cauſe. Andif on the bare preſumptionthereof, you- re= 
ject the Teſtimony of the Former, with what face 1sit, that, where 
It is manifeſt, you admit rhe Evidence of theatrer ? In fne, This 1s 
a ſcurvy Buſineſs, and I am afraid that (do what you can) it will ſtick 
upon you. But though I am quite weary of Thinking on ſo nauſeous 
a Subject, I cannot but ſtay to te]l you, That having peruſed, over 
Mr. Reading*s Tryal, and ſeeing Applauſe given to One, who in open 
Court had confefled and committed a Perjury, and the Pillory ap« 
pointed to Another for taking pains to hinderit, I began to cy my 
ſelf in ſome ſtrange Yropia, or amidſt the extravagant Frolicks of. 
ſome Saturnalia or Miſ-rule, where Servants governed their Maſters, 
School-boys Whipped their Teachers , Souldiers Were rewarded for Flying from 
their Colours, and ſeverely punisbed for obeying their Commanders, and, final- 
ly, where the Common Order and-Antient Method of the World 
were Wholly inverted. I was afraid that Robbery on the High-way 
would paſs for apiece of Service to the State, and that our Honeſt 
Country-men, who keep Warch and Ward, would be hanged for en- 
deavouring to prevent it. Indeed, I could not ſay, That the Magi- 
ſtrates bare the Swyordin vain, but I was forced to add, That it was for 
the punishment of VVell- doers, and Praiſe of thoſe Who didill, and therein - 
contradict the Scripture as flatly and peremptorily as one of the'39. 
Articles doth that Verſe in St. Iames, which aſſures us, That Man s 
not juſtified by Faith only. And theſe are two Inſtances, whereby you may 
perceive, How great and nice that ExaEtnels is, wherewith our Go- 
{pel-Reformers obſerve the Rules of Holy Writ, not only in order 
to their Belief, but Practice alſo. 


Here you may obſerve, that twice, when Mr, Ireland p, 44, 
offered to prove, that he vas abſent from London all Auguſt 
78. which would have invalidated Bedlov's Teſtimony, 


my L. Ch. J. Cas he uſeth to do in ſuch occaſions) diverts 
the Diſcourſe, | 


Bealov affirming that he had ſcen Mr. 7:eand often, and |. th 
been ſeveral times in his Company , Mr. Trelazd deſires _ | 
him to produce any one Witneſs of any ſuch thing. Which * ah 
the L. C. ]. accounts a diſingenuous Objection, For, ſays 
he, Bedlow doth mot come prepared to. produce Witneſſes : And if 
be thould, be muſt produce ſuch Company, as you [meaning Mr. 
Ireland] keep, Prieſts and Teſuites, and of your on Religion; and 
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We can bardly expet7 they should make any True Anſvers, Though 
Bedloy came not 37 vas to'produce Witneſſes, yet he 
might have named fome who were capable of being pro- 
duced ; neither is it neceſſary, that two Conſpirators 
who are often together, should never be ſeen in compa- 
ny but by their Fellow-Conſfpirators, and conſequently 
there might have been ſome W7tzeſſes hereof, from whom 
your Lordship might haye expected True Anſvers, Nay, 
they might have been ſeen together by ſome of this very 
Religion, who were honeſt Gentlemen (ſince, according 
to His Lordship and Mr, Recorder, there are ſuch amongit 
them) and not engaged in the Plot, I only urge this to 
Shew that the. L. C. ]. calls the ſaid ObjeRion of Mr. Tre- 
land Diſmgenuous without any reaſon, and only to blind 
the Jury ; and therefore that the Di/mgenuity lieth at his 
own Dore, | | 
... Mr. Ireland 18 made to fay that he never ſaw Bedlow in certain Com 
pany above once or twice; Whereas I am aſſured from very good hands, 
that Mr. Ireland {aid not any ſuch thing, but conſtantly denied that he 
ever ſaw him before, as is ſet down in the foregoing pages. He had 
been but a weak Sophiſt indeed, to Confeſs, what he was then atu- 
ally Denying; neither would the Judge, who every where is fo 
qc REY and vigilant an Obſerver of the Priſoners Fallings, 
have ſuftcred fo Palpable and Material an one to eſcape without Re- 
mark or Comment :' as nevertheleſs it doth in this Printed Account. 
I know not whether this Falshood be to be attributed tro Malice or | 
Error : but I have reaſons to charge it on the former; This not being 
the only "Thing of this. nature, which the preſent Publication is 
guilty of, as shall be shewn hereafter. | 

You may obſerve, that Maſter Oates talks of a 
great many plain' Treaſonable Letters' ſent up and 
down. Why does he not name the Meſſengers > Cer- 
tainly ſuch things (unleſs in a ſeczre Cypher, which like- 
wiſe would have bred ſuſpicion) would not have been 
truſted to the Common Poſts, It is ſtrange that thoſe Let- 
ter-Carriers were ſo little known to one another, Oates 
and Bedloy give account of none bur of themſelves, and 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak not of many Letters carried by them; And they 
two pretend to have had no acquaintance together, 

- Mr, Bellow allows but One man to the Killing of the Duke of 1b;4, 
Ormond, But his Brothzr Oates commits the Charge to four le- / 
ſuites, and for greater ſecurity adds a fifth, This Diſcord is « 'Y 
harmonious enough from Inſtruments in the Ears of a ; 
Muſician, but ought not to have been ſo from Witneſles 
in the Ears of a Judge. | | 

I thought a little while ago (as you will have percet- p, 4, 
ved) that Mr. Oates meant that theſe Treaſonable Let- 
ters, which paſled up and down ſo frequently, were ſent 
by ſpecial Meſſengers. But now I ſee that the good Fa- 
thers Chow cautiouily, I leave you to Judge): were loth 
to be at ſuch an expence, And Mr, Whitebread being on 
his Journey to London, ſends thither his Conſent to, the 
Deſign of King the Duke of Ormond in a Letter by the 
Ordinary Poſt, as you gather from what is ſaid here [vx 
that it had the Poſt-Mark thereon] Which Letter, ſays Oates, 
vas entered in their Books, Pray Mr. Finch, (I cannot forbear 
the turning to you on ſuch occaſions) rell me, are theſe 
men the greateſt Politicians in the world > Had they 
done All the Wit of man could do? And was there need of 
ſuch an Extraordinary Providence , as you ſpeak of, for 
their detection, when they intruſted the Common Poſts 
with their Higheſt Secrets > 

Mr, Oates ſays, that Mr, Whitetread being the Superiour 16:4, 
of the Jeſuites, kept a Book, wherein all their Reſolurti- 
ons were entred, and which was never opened butat the 
Conſult, He told you a little before of a Letter ſeen by 
himſelf to be entred in this Book the latter end of Au- 
guſt: He informed you of no Conſult then. Beſides, the 
Letter was from the Superiour, and, as is to be ſuppoſed, 
entred in his Abſence. And conſequently this Book was 
not always kept by the Superiour, and alſo was ſome- 
times opened when there was no Conſult, So that my 
E 2 Lord 
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[Lord Chief-Juſtice| needed/not with ſo much pleaſant- 
_ neſs.to haye/asked'for Mr, Whitebread's Book, that Oates 

mipht be caughtin ſome Trip, had his Lordship attended as he 
- ought, to what he then heard from this worthy Depo- 
nent. His Lordship (I confeſs) is every where Facetious, 
but it is with more Malice and Cruelty , than Reaſon, 
Juſtice, or even (what he is ſo. fond of) Wit. And here 
you muſt give me leave to take notice, with what Cgre- 
gious Partiality Mr, Whitebread is asked to produce a Book, 
which he denied to have ; and Mr. Oates is never urged 
to shew any one of thoſe many Patents and Treaſonable 
Letters, which he pretends to have received from ſeveral 
of theſe Conſpirators, no, not ſo much as that Patent 
from the General of the Jeſuites, whereby he was Au- 
thorized to be of their Conſult in England : Which he 
neither offers to produce, as moſt probably he would do, 
if it were 'in his poſſeſſion , nor tells what is become of 
it, as doubtleſs he would, in caſe it had been taken from 
him, loſt, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, 

Mr. Oates told you of one Book, and that never opened 
but at a Conſult, and kept by the Provincial [ who, as is 
known, is the Superiour of all the English Jeſuites. [ mention this, 
becauſe Bedloy ſeems to ſpeak of ſeveral diſtinct Conſults.] But 
Mr. Bedlowv tells you of many Books, and kept by Many, 
and that Mr. Langhora (a Lay-man) Regiſtred them all 
into One, who was ſo far from being preſent at the Con- 
ſults, that Mr, Oates tells you (in Mr, Coleman's Tryal 
that Mr. Lanzban was beholding to him for the know- 
ledge of what was done in that famous Conſult of rhe 
24th, of April: So that what Mr, Oates tells you was oxe 
Book, kept by the Superiour of the Jeſuires, and opened 
only atthe Conſults, Mr, Bedlwv affirms to be many Books, 
frequently in the hands of a Lay-perſon (the- Chief of 
them, vx, the general Regiſter, as is to be ſuppoſed, 
being always kept by him) and opened by one who was 
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no Member of the Conſults, nor preſent at them, Such 
is the admirable Concurrence of theſe two Teſtimonies, 
which hath been fo much bragged of. It has been al- 
ledged in my hearing (and that by ſome Men who in 
other matters ſeem not to have loſt their Reaſon) as an 
evident Mark of the truth of this Story , that after Mr, 
Oates's Depolitions had for a long time been made Pub- 
lick through the Nation, there should appear a Man who 
was able to ſay part of them by heart, and concurr with 
him in ſome particulars. This certainly was no hard thing 
to be contrived : But ſuch, it ſeems, through the ggodnets 
of Divine Providence, is the Fate of Falſe Witneſles, 
that moſt commonly their Teſtimonies diſagree, This 
was the caſe of thoſe who appeared againſt our B., Sa- 
viour, and now, you ſee, it 1s of theſe who are produced 
againſt his Servants, who though they had (as every body 
knows) ſo great an opportunity of Complotting their Af- 
fair together, as without doubt they did, yet after all (that 
Judge Sroggs may be left inexcuſable) they moſt evident- 
ly Diſagree. But his Lordship is sharp-ſighted only in one 
of his eyes : He is ſo fully convinced with this Evidence, 
that he Exclaims, page 48. If an hundred Witneſſes Swear it, 
they Will deny it, Should a poor Country Jusy-man have 
happened to obſerve the above-mentioned Diſagree- 
ment in the Witneſſes, I believe at this Exclamation he 
would have retracted his Opinion, and ſubmitting to his 
Lordships better Judgment, have thought himſelf Miſta- 
ken. I ſay this, That my L, C. ]. may not think to wash 
his hands of this Murther, by laying it on the Jury, ſince 
his whole buſineſs in this Tryal is to corrupt. their Judg- 
ments. It is much to be feared that the Nation endea- 
vour to pacifie their Conſciences by laying this Blood 
on the Law, and on the Judge ; The Judge (when Wine 
will not do it) quiets himſelf by laying it on the Jury ; 
And the Jury either lay.it on the Witneſſes , or return is 

back. 
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back to the Judge, But it is as much to be feared, that 
there are few of all theſe, who are not Spotted with it. 
For, had not the Jury been Byaſſed and Corrupted, two 
Infamous Villains had not paſſed for Credible Perſons, 
when Witneſſes of good Reputation were rejected, Con- 
tradictions had not been taken for ſolid Evidence, nor 
a moſt incoherent, ridiculous Story for a probable Truth : 
Again, had not the Judge been unſincere , and repreſen- 
ted things by falſe Lights and Gloſles, the Jury had not 
been Corrupted : and laſtly, had not the Nation cried 
Crucifie, Crucifie, the Judge had not been afraid to be Ho- 
neſt. Yu ſee therefore how many have united themſelves 
to Oates and Bealoy, and are Partakers of their Guilt, and 
conſequently how General that Punishment is, which 
(unleſs we prevent it by timely Pennance) we have all 
reaſon to fear from the juſt and certain Vengeance of Al-' 
mighty God. 

Mr. Tames Bedloy ſeems to know none of theſe Conſpi- 
rators, neither doth he tell you the name of any one 
Prieſt or Jeſuite: And-yet he Swears boldly that ſeveral 
Prieſts and Teſuites came to his Brother, Why doth he not ſay, 
or why is he not asked, how he came to know that they 
were Prieſts and Jeſuites, and ſeem not ſo much as to 
know their names ; it not being enough for the Warrant- 
ing his Oath that his Brother should have told him they 
were ſuch > He ſays, that he has fetch'd many ſcore of 
Pounds from theſe Prieſts and Jeſuites (whoſe names he 
knows not) which (ſays he, p. 49.) I proved by the Guld- 
ſmiths Who paid it, Why are not theſe Goldſmiths produ- 
ced > and why does he add preſently that he actually re- 
ceived the Money from the Prieſts and Jeſuites > And 
why was he not examined to ſuch Interrogatories as 
theſe > But Mr. Fimch very much to the purpoſe, asks him 
for whom he received the Money, Which Queſtion was 
not, as it Should have been, in order to the Diſcovery of 
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Falshood, but by preventing other Queries to conceal it, 
Which (as I am weary now with obſerving) is every where 
practiſed through the whole Tryal. | 

L. Ch. J. to James Bedlow. Do you know Ireland? J. Bedlow. 1bi4. 
No. L. Ch. J. Do you know Pickering or Grove? }. Bediow. I have 
heard of them. One would think by this way of Anſwering that he 


had never heard of Mr. Ireland. And yet, page 50. he lays, that he 
had hcard his Brother talk of him. 


His Lordship does well to tell Mr. 7reland that he would p, x, 
not have Cunning nor Art enough to deceive the Jury, 
having reſerved that part for himſelf : whereunto this . 
very Expreſſion is directed , as likewiſe is that pretence 
of Caution and Conſcience, page 52. where his Lordship P. F2« 
ſays, He cannot underſland bow the Letter from Myr. Peters to 
Mr. Tonſtal couid affef7 Mr, Whitebread, &#c. For, almoſt in 
the ſame breath he is not afraid to tell the Jury, That 
this Letter there is a Diſconrſe of a Deſign and PLOT. There 
1s, indeed, mention of a Deſign ; but, I hope, every De- 
fign is not a Plot, at leaſt, ſuch as his Lordship means. 
If his Lordship should have a De/zzz to do Juſtice, I hope, 
no man would accuſe him for a Conſpirator : Though, I 
muſt confeſs, in this Conjunure he had been in evi- 
dent danger thereof, Every one knows (who knows any 
thing of the Jeſuites) that their Conſtitutions oblige 
them to hold Congregations every three years in their 
reſpective Provinces, and every one knows that the De- 
fign of holding one of theſe Congregations in London is 
ſuch, as they have all reaſon to keep Private, though 
the matter thereof be ever ſo innocent ; ſince, (asI have 
ſaid already) their very Reſidence in England is Treaſon 
by the Law. I need to ſay no more of this Letter, there 
being lately made publick a Particular Paper, which gives. 
a full and ſatisfactory account thereof, 

Mr. Oates ſince the finding the above-mentioned: Letter, and in 


this Tryal expreſly nominates the day of this Meeting of Jeſuites-: 
But in Mr. Coleman's he expreicth the time no otherwiſe than by 


ſaying 
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ſaying more. generally that it Was the latter end of April, old ſtiles 
and May, new ſtile: which was all the knowledge thereof he had 
gotten at St. Omers, where he then was. 

Mr, Treland affirms that he was out of Town during 
ſuch time as the Witneſſes accuſed him to have commit- 
ted Treaſon in it, and nameth ſeveral perſons of good 
Quality and Reputation, who could attelt the ſame, vix, 
. dir Tobx Southcot and his Lady, my Lord Aſton, &c. Decla- 
ring, that having been kept ſo ſtrictly in Priſon, and not 
been allowed the Liberty of writing any Letter, he had 
not been able to deſire their Evidence in his behalf, This 
was an Affirmation, which, if it were falſe, Publick Au- 
thority might eaſily have diſproved, by ſending for thoſe 
Worthy Perſons whom he mentioned, and this (as there 
1S no unbyaſsd Man but will grant me) had infallibly 
been done by ſuch, as were cordially deſirous of finding 
out the Truth.His Siſter had procured one of Sir Tohz South- 
cot's Servants, whom $he haſtily ſent for over night, (the 
Meſſenger Riding all Night who went for him) not pre- 
ſuming art ſo unſeaſonable an Hour, to deſire the Appea- 
rance of Sir Tohz himſelf and his Lady,and imagining that 
the Teſtimony of his Servant would have been ſuthcient, 
Which, indeed, was ſo extremely Particular and Punctu- 
al, that if my L, Ch. ]. had been but half ſo kind to 
Circumſtances produced in fayour of the Priſoners, as 
he was to thoſe againſt them, he would have acknow- 
ledged himſelf Convinced of the Truth of this Evidence, 
This Witneſs declared expreſly , that he met with Mr, 
Ireland at the Bull-Inn at Sr, Albans, on Monday the 5th. 
of Auzuſt, and went from thence with him to T:xbal, 
thence to Nantvich, and thence to Weſt-Cheſter , conti- 
nuing with him till the 16th. of the ſame Anzgyſt, He was 
yet more Particular, at the time of Tryal, than it hath 
been thought fit to expole in Print, ' The L. Ch, J. asked 
him, What Road they Went to Tixhal, He readily Lake” 
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The great Road: Down to Northampton, thence to Coventry, 
and thence to Tixhal. His Lordship asked him, How he could 
recolief7 himſelf ſo, as to remember the days of the month, He re- 
plied, That noting down the Expences of his Maſters Horſes in 
his Table- Book, he could tell exa#tly as well the ſeveral Places they 
Were at, as the particular Days of the Month. But, it ſeems theſe 
Circumſtances were too Good to be Published ; As an- 
other was too Bad,wvixz, His Lordships Asking the faid Wit- 
neſs, Whether he lay with Mr, Ireland at nights, and not do- 
ing ſo, how he could be aſſured that he Went not to London 7 
the Night, and returned to St. Albans before Morning, How 
great 1s that Partiality, which thus Bends a ſtately Judge, 
and makes him overshoot himſelf, even to the extremeſt 
and moſt ridiculous Folly ! But to return to the conſfide- 
ration of this Teſtimony : You ſee it fortified by all man- 
ner of Circumſtance, whereof each Branch was capable 
of being cxamined by the Credit of moſt worthy Per- 
{ons, and ſuch as might eaſily have been called for, be- 
tides the ſeveral Inn-keepers, 7c. Which quality (as I 
have obſerved already) is always wanting to the Teſtimo- 
nies of Oates and Bedloy : They name Perſons, indeed, as 
privy to what they ſay, but they are Such, as you cannot 
tind, and perhaps are not in the World, Your Lordship 
was very zealous in pondering theCircumſtances alledged 
by Sarah Paine, who only pretended, alone and paſ$ing by, to 
have ſeen Mr. Treland in the Street, and might very poſlibly 
be miſtaken as well in the Perſon, as the Time, it often 
happening in great Towns that one man is taken for an- 
other. And why do you not ponder the pregnant Cir- 
cumſtances of this moſt convincing Evidence > I aſſure 
you, this Queſtion will be asked you in another place, 
and therefore you had beſt toprovide an Anſwer, 

Mr. Ireland and the Reſt offering to Conſideration, That P. 63, 
no Opportunity had been allowed them of. ſending for 64. 
{uch Witneſſes as could haye atteſted their lnnocence, 

F deſire 
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deſire a little time in order thereunto. But my L. Ch. T, 
tells them, That the Jury cannot Faſt ſo long, | He mizht 
have ſaid, that the Blood-Thirſty Rabble conld not doit neither,” 
being neither to Eat nor Drink till they bring in their 
Verdict. I muſt confeſs that Il am no Lawyer, and there- 
fore cannot tell how conſiſtent their Requeſt was with 
the courſe of Tryals : But it ſeems reaſonable to me, 
That if there werea way of ſuſpending the Tryal after 
the Impannelling the Jury, Pleading, &«. in reſpe& of 
Mr. Whitebread and Mr. Fenwick, [one of the Arts of ſeeming 
Conſcionable men] there might be alſo a Means of ſuſpend- 
ing it in fayour of Mr, Treland, But if not : This (at leaſt) 
might after the Tryal have been communicated to His 
Majeſty (according to the uſual Method of Honeſt Jud- 
ges) that the Witneſſes alledged might be ſent for, and 
Examined, that his Majeſty might ſee, not only what 
Clemency was due to the Priſoners, but likewiſe how far 
Oates and Bedloy were to be Credited for the future, What 
your Lordship did in this particular, I cannot tell ; But 
we have had little reaſon from your Deportment ſince, 
to imagine that you did fo, Nay, if my Informations de- 
ceive me not, you were as Induſtrious in procuring their 
Execution, as you had been to Condemn them. 

Your Lordship is very bref and haſty in repeating the 
Evidence for the Priſoners, when ſpeaking of Sir Toh 
Southcot's Servant, you only mention hzs meeting With Mr. 
Ireland oz the 5th, of Auguſt , ſaying nothing of his being 
With him for ſeveral days after, You are guilty of ſo many 
Omiſſions of this kind, that I am inclined to think them 
rather Malicious than Caſual. Your Lordship is likewiſe 
very ingenious in Comparing and Weighing the Teſtimo- 
nics oneach ſide, and to ſucha degree, that what we* 
want in Juſtice 1s made up to us by Art, You conclude, 
that the number of Witneſſes was Equal, and yet (Can- 
vas it which way you pleaſe) the Reader will find in the 
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Tryal, whereunto I refer, That there were more Wit- 
neſſes (andI am ure far better)for Mr, Ireland, than againſt 
him : which perhaps made you ſay, that he Was better pre- 
pared than be ſeemed to be, that is, than you had made him ſeem to 
be, or elſe, than you hoped he would have been , knowing how little 
Means he had of Provicins bimſelf.' But if you mean, (as I 
ſuppoſe you would have the World to underſtand) that 
he was as Well Prepared, as he could have been, though ever ſo much 
time had been allowed him, you are much to blame ; for, you 
cannot but imagine, that He would have been able to 
produce in his behalf the Evidenee of all thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, whom he mentioned : ſince if he had failed 
therein, 1t had redounded to his utter Confuſion, and 
fortified the Credit of the PLOT beyond Exception: 

Which would have been of ſuch high Importance, thar 
for this Reaſon alone (were there: none el{e) thoſe Wit- 
neſſes ought in all Prudence and Honeſty to have been 
called for, 

Sir Denny Asbburnham ( though fearful and unwilling #. 65: 
enough to ſlime azarnſt the Stream ) Declares , That had 
this Diſcovery been Vouched only by the fingle Teſtimo- 
ny of Mr, Oates, he should have doubted of it. What 1s 
this, butin other terms to ſay, that Mr. Oates Was not of 
ſuch Credit as is neceſſary for a Witneſs > Which being ſo, I 
ſee no reaſon why his Teſtimony should weigh in the Bal- 
lance : If the Evidence be full without him, :what need 
is there of him > 'If not, how can He -add any: Credit, 
who has wholly loſt it > It 1s alſo certain, that'the Teſti- 
mony of a ſcandalous Perſon rather Diminisheth, than 
Increaſeth the Credibility of an Accuſation, The ſame 
Sir Deuny ſpeaks of a Letter ſent to him from the Town 
of Haſtings, with the Copy of an Indiatment againſt Mr. 
Oates for Perjury, which he had put into Mr, Attorney's 
hands, Which, my Lord (Good Man !) ſays, muſt not 
be read againſt the Priſoners, zo, not for 4 Warld: ! Why will 
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your Lordship ſuppreſs the King's Evidence > Or rather, 
How could it contain any thing againſt thePriſoners ? 
Oh, yes : Certainly and without Jelting, it would have 
been the moſt material Point againſt them, ſince it would 
have appeared thereby that ſome of them had once or 
twice admitted a moſt infamous Raſcal into their Com- 
pany. But why is it not read in behalf of thoſe poor Pri- 
foners, whom your Lordship ſeems to have ſo much 
Compaſiion for > Is it nothing in your Lordships Eyes, 
that the main Witneſs againſt them was a Perjur'd Vil- 
lain > If that were ſo, Sir Tho, More, who had ſtudied 
longer, and was ſurely not leſs Learned than your Lord- 
Ship , lay under a groſs Miſtake, when he thought it Ad- 
vantagious to his Cauſe, that the Witneſs againſt him had 
no good Reputation, but was of light Behaviour, a Gameſter, 
&c. Whichis much leſs, than what can be proved againſt 
Mr. Oates, and yet was alledged by that great Man in his 
Defence. Neither was he blamed ( as is the Cuſtom now- 
a-days) for aſperſing the King's Witneſs: And we cannot 
ſuppoſe that ſo Learned a Man could err in this Point, 
by acting any thing againſt the Law, or that his ſeyere 
Judges would have permitted him to do it. But your Lord- 
Ship thinks it not to the purpoſe that theſe Papers should 
be read, and therefore they are shuMed away ; and this 
15 one part of that fair Play, which, as Advocate for the 
Priſoners, you ſo often promiſe them, 
. Ch. ]J. Scroggs tells you, that during the late Troubles , the 

Papiſts ſided With the King, not for his Majeſties Service, but for 
their own Jhelter, What! Would they not have been Acce- 
pred by the other Party > If ſo; Then, I hope, you will 
acknowledge, that they are not the moſt Approved Kzng- 
K;llers in the World, and that it is no certain Sign , that 
thoſe, who Malign and Perſecute Catholicks, have an 
unqueltionable Loyalty for their Prince, 
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Should even melt the hearts of the English Subjects. Bzt, 
alas | Mr, Ireland, You are much Miſtaken : What you Alledge 
in your behalf, is the main Article againſt you, They Pretend that 
we are Enemies to Kings, bur we are truly Hated for- be- 
ing their moſt obſtinate Defenders. Should we agree in 
this one Thing with the reſt of the Diſſenters, thoſe tenders 
Conſcienced men would not /cruple to own us for their Bre- 
thren,and inſtantly proteſt that we differ'd from'em in no 
Fundamental Point, The Phariſees (from whom a late Eng- 
Iish Poet not unfitly derives our Modern Zealots) accuſed 
the Sayiour of the World, that he ſtirred up Sedition a- 
gainlſt Ceſar, and had reſolved to Depoſe him , Uſurp his 
Authority, and wholly Subwert and Change the Government, 
But (under thoſe ſpecious Pretences) the trze reaſon why 
they hated him was, that he was not ſuch a MESSIAS, 
as according to their fond expectations would help them 
to throw off Cz/ar's Yoak, and make them ſuch a GLO- 
RIOUS and REDOUBTED CommonvYealth, as, now of a 
long time, they had Fancied, and promiſed themſelves, 
Let therefore the World obſerve in theſe Tranſactions, as 
well who thoſe are, that imitate the Tevs in their Accu- 
ſations and Indictments, as who (on the contrary) follow 
Chriſt in the nature of their Sufferings. 

My L. C. ]. corre#s Mr, Pickering for Falling off from bis 
Father's Vertue, Who, as he bad told my Lord, Was Slain tn bis 
late Majeſtzes Service, They ſay, tis ill when the Corrector 
is Guilty himſelf of that which he blames in another, 
His Lordship is very ſecure in this Point, being ſo far 
from Degenerating from his Father's Vertue, that he is 
rather much improved , ſince by ſome Vocation of Sa- 
tan (who in many things Mimicks the Deity ) from a 
Butcher of Beaſts, He is become a moſt Renowned Bztcher 
of Men, 1 cannot Omit here, what few Honeſt Men have 
Omitted in their common Diſcourſe, That, whereas, a 
Butcher 
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Butcher is hindred by the Law from being one of the 
Twelve in a Jury, it ſeemeth unreaſonable that a But- 
chers Son, one who in his Youth helped his Father in his 
Trade, and received all thoſe Impreſſions of Cruelty du- 
ring his tender years, and conſequently (nay, perhaps, in 
a more eminent Degree) hath all thoſe Bzaiities of But- 
chers, for which they are excluded from being concer- 
ned with the Lives of Men, should nevertheleſs be much 
more than a Jury-man, ix. a Judge, and That, in Carſes 
of Life and Death, W hich, truly, I take not for an Idle Spe- 
culation, but for a very Solid one, and, at leaſt, grounded 
on the Reaſon of the above-mentioned Law. And per- 
haps SCROGGS is as great an Inſtance of the Wiſdom 
of this Sanction, as any Age hath ever yet produced, 
and ought to breed in us no ſmall Veneration for the 
Prudence and Dictates of our Anceſtors, Bur ſuch 1s the 
hard Fate of theſe Innocent Lambs, That the Witneſs a- 
gainſt them 1s one whoſe Youth paſſed in Lying and Per- 
jury, (as you may learn from Sir D, Ashbaraham, and the 
Town of Haſtings) and their Judge is one whole tender Age 
(if he had any ſuch) was ſeaſoned in Cruelty and Slaugh- 
ter, Behold two fit Inſtruments for ſuch an Abominable 
Tranſaction! I hope that my Lord Scrozgzs will notbe an- 
gry at his being Compared with Oates ; "for, if Oates's Cre- 
dit be not good enough to keep Company with his Lord- 
Ships , neither was it Hufficient to have taken away the 
Lives of Men. 

Mr. Serjeant Baldvyn leaves the Summing up the Evidence 
to the L, Ch. ]. not only becauſe he obſerves with how 
much Art his Lordship doth it, but alſo (as I am apt to 
believe) ſomewhat the more to eaſe his own Conſcience, 
and dip himſelf in this Blood as little as he can. 


Th: 1, In the Judge's Summing up the Evidence, 1 obſerve, Firſt, 

68, & that he every where ſuppoſes the Matter of Fact, which, 

ſeq as1I conceive, he ought not to have done , but plainly 
FE. Stating 
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Stating the Caſe (and doing nothing beyond his Task, 
which was only to Sum up the Evidence) to have left 
the Deciſion to the Jury. Next, that having partially, 
vir. after his fashion, Summed up the Evidence (where- 
of 1 omit here the Particularities, having ſpoken of moſt 
of them elſewhere) he falleth to Rail on the Catholick 
Religion, Inveighing, Raving, and often Contradicting 
himſelf, for three pages together, He tells you that We 
Diſpenſe with any Oaths, Teſts, &c, and yet he knows (as I 
have deſired you to conſider already) that we loſe our 
Eſtates, Liberties, and Lives for refuſing Oaths and Telts, 
and whoſoever does otherwiſe, when occaſton requires, 
1s Excommunicated and caſt off from our Body ; ſo far 
is he from being Diſpenſed with. He tells you that /ome 
of this Communion may be Saved, and that, there are many 
Honeſt Gentlemen of it, and yet that zt 2 a Religion Which 
unbinges all Piety and Morality. Can you expect that this 
Judge should Obſerve and Cenſure the Contradictions 
of his Witneſſes, when they are ſo frequent in himſelf > 
He declares,as if he alſo had been privy to the Conſpiracy, 
that the Teſuites do not tell the Honeſt Gentlemen of their Party 
the expreſs Deſizn they have of Killing the King , but they inſi- 
nuate to them, that He is but one Man , and if He should Die, 
it Were fit they Were in a Readineſs, &c. Hold, my Lord! 
Sure, you forget your ſelf : You are now to Sum up the 
Evidence, and the Witneſſes have Sworn no ſuch thing as 
you are talking of, But perhaps your Lordship Cas I hin- 
ted juſt now) is one of the Plot, and puts in for the 2007, 
with this new Diſcovery, Mr. Fzxch 1s careful in the be- 
ginning that the Priſoners should not be Tried on the 
ſcore of their Religion, or for being Prieſts, /z/t, as he 
ſays , they should bold themſelves Martyrs, Why then 1s the 
longeſt and moſt material part of your Lordships Charge 
againſt them ſpent in venomous Harangue againſt their 
Principles > Moreover, is not this to ſuffer for their Re- 
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ligion, when common Credence is denied them on that 


account, as your Lordship, page 74. ſays, it ought to be, 
and we find to our coſt > Bur (todo my L.C. J. more Right 
than we have from him) I cannot abſolutely ſay, that this Oration 
of his Lordship is ſuch, as that I never met the like, though within 
the narrow ſphere of my own Reading; For, methinks, even among(t 
the loweſt Rudiments, and firſt Inſtructions of our Childhood (viz. 
in #ſop's Fables) we have one that very much reſembleth it. The 
Wolf accuſeth the Lamb, that drinking at the ſame River he trou- 
bled and foiled the Water wherewith his Grim Worship was to 
quench his thirſt. The Lamb anſwered, That drinking much lower 
in the Stream than the Wolf, the Water, indeed , which the Wolf 
touched came dowa to him, but what he medled with could not al- 
cend to the Wolf. One, who heard this, would think, that the 
Lamb was now 1na pretty ſafe condition, having made fo realonable 
a Defence, Bur, alas! Silly Lamb, thou mighteſt have ſpared thy 
Irrefragable Argument. The Wolf's Buſineſs 1s not to punish thee 
for any Crime of thine; but to deyour thee for the ſatisfaCtion of his 
own Appetite: Iris not to TRY whether thou art Guilty, or no; 
but to Condemn thee right or wrong. And therefore having little 
or nothing to ſay againſt the Defence which thou haſt made, He 
tells thee, That thou art of a perverſe and bloody Generation, 
that the Sheep have always Perſecuted and Deſtroyed the Innocent 
Wolves, and that for this alone thou oughtelt to ſuffer. And though 
'This be as falſe as that the V Vater ran up againſt its Stream, yet what 
Remedy ? Heisa Wolf, and Thouarg a Lamb: He is a powerful 
Judge on the Bench, and 'Thou art a poor Shackled Priſoner at the 
Bar. The Application is eafte : Our Judge, indeed, accuſeth us of a 
greater Crime, but his Witneſſes are ſo infamous, and their Story {o 
improbable, ablurd, unnatural and contradictory , that he is forced 
to follow his Brother Wolf's precedent , and, flying off from the 
preſent feigned "Treaſon, to calumniate our Principles, and to charge 
our Whole Flock with Cruelty; Declaring that we are thoſe, who 
Murther Kings, Spoil Churches, and Subvert the Old Eſtablished 
Religion; That we make no Conſcience of Oaths, but Swear any 
thing that is for ourturn; That we Banish, Impriſon, and Han 
the harmleſs Proteſtants, and exceſſively attict thoſe Meck Sons 
of the moſt Moderate Church of the World; And, in a word, that 
weare meer Infidels and Butchers. Who doth not ſce that here the 
Woltt 1s not content only to cloath himſelf in the Sheeps skin, _ 
endea- 
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endeavours to caſt his own ugly Hide on the Sheep ; And that it were 
molt eaſic for us to tell, at whoſe dore King-Killing, Sacriledge, and 
Perjury do really Lie, as alſo who they are, that innovate and change 
Religion, and Murther thoſe who joyn not with them, and laſtly, 
where the True Butcher is, and this as well Metaphorically as Lite- 
rally? Butin ſodoing we $hould talk to as little purpoſe before our 
Incxorable Judge in this Court of Julicature, as heretofore the 
Lambs bleated to him at the Shambles. Bur before | hold my peace 
in this matter, I muſt deſire you to conſider with what Equity and 
Reaſon it is, that my L.C. J. who refuſeth to hearthe Letter from 
Haſtings, and Record from St. Omers, in favour of the Priſoners, doth 
at the ſame time Influence the Jury towards the taking away their 
Lives, by Fathering evil Do&rines on them, not only without Wit- 
nefſes, or any Authentick Record under Oath, but even without 
quoting the Decrees of any General Council, or Pope, or ſo much as 
the Teſtimony of one private Catholick Author ro confirm what he 
ſays: And this, when he is ſo very Ignorant and little verſed in our 
Principles and Practices, that he is unacquainted with the moſt Pub- 
lick and Ordinary ones amongſt us ; Witneſs his Fancy that Carb olicks 
Were obliged to Faſt on Saturday-nights [in the Tryal of Hill, &c. | with 
ſeveral other Paſſages1n all the Jate Tryals. 1 ſay, with what Conſci- 
ence doth he in his Charge to the Jury lay moſt grievous Imputations 
on the Priſoners without any Proof, and yer reject ſuch well-groun- 
ded 'Teſtimomies, as I have mentioned, in their behalf? 
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Mr. Ireland to prove his abſence from London at ſuch time as 
Oates and Bedlov accuſe him of committing Treaſon there, 
ſays thus to the Jury, But if it should be a Miſtake only in point 
of Time, tt deſtroys not the Evidence, anleſs you think it neceſJa- 
ry to the. ſubſtance of the thing, If you charge one in the Month of 
Auguſt ts have done ſuch a Fatt, if he deny that he vas at that 
pace at that ume, and proves at by Witneſſes, it may go to Inva- 
Iidate the Credibility of a man's Teſtimony, but it dves not In+ 
validate the Truth of the thing it ſelf, Which may be truein Sub- 
ſtance, though the Circumſtance of time differ, and the Pue- 
ſton is, Whether the thing be true? And, I pray my Lord, how 
S$hall that Queſtion be decided, but by the Credibility of the 
Witneſſes > And when That is Tavaiidated, through their 
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manifeſt failing in Circumſtances , what becomes of the 
Queſtion? And now it is another Queſtion, Whether Rage, 
or (contrary to what Ft apprehended in St. Paul) too 
little Learning has made you mad > And I know not (ex- 
cuſe this little piece of juſt Indignation) wherher your 
Cruelty or Tmationality gives you the greateſt reſemblance to 


Savage Beaſts, I ſee it had gone hard with Suſannah, had your 
Lordship been her Judge, neither would the Diſagreement ot the 
Witneſſes touching the Trees,under which they pretended the Crime 
to have been committed, have reſcued her Innocence ; for , your 
Lordship would have Reaſoned, as you do here, and have told her 
flatly, that Circumſtances were light and frivoloys things, and not to 
be heeded by the Gravity of a Judge; unleſs perhaps being likewiſe a 
Knight, you would have thought your ſelf obliged to more kindneſs 
for a diſtreſſed Lady: Although (if Witneſles of better Reputation 
than Mr. Oates ſpeak truth) I have cauſe to imagin, that her conſtant 
and firm Chaſtity would have recommended her as little to your Fas 
vour, as Loyalty doth the Papiſts. Which norice 1 add to that which I 
have already given, that our Chriſtian Neighbours may the better 
underſtand into what Hands we are fallen, and that our Deluded 
Adverſaries may not take all for Goſpel, which ſuch a Black Evange- 
liſt Preacheth to the Rabble. Are not Circumſtances a Part of the Ac- 
cuſation? Andisit not expreſs*d in your own Indiftments, That your 
Priſoners committed their Crimes on ſuch Days, and at ſuch Places? 
Now, ſuppoſe, they should have atted thoſe Crimes on other Days, and 
at other Places: What then? They areonly accuſed for what They 
did at thoſe Times and Places which you ſpecific, and not for what 
They may have done elſeWhere, and at another time. Suppole that Lex . 
Talionis were in force and fashion amongſt us, and your Lordship 
Should be Indicted for Murthering Juſtice Godfrey on the 12th. of 
October, 1678. in the E, of D's Cellar, What courſe would you 
take, and how would you Defend your ſelf without Recurring to 
theſe pitiful Shifts (as you account them) viz. the Circumſtances of 
Time and Place? How 1s 1t poſſible that ſuch obvious things as theſe 
Should eſcape your Reflection , or that Mahce shou!d fink fo deep 
into your Soul, as not only to choke all Humanity , but alſo to 
quench the very laſt ſpark of Reaſon in you ? Hear another Corollar 

of your Lordsbip*s Argumentation. Suppoſe, That Ishould Accuſe you 
of the aboveſaid Heinous Crime, and (being not fo well accompli- 


Shed 


Mr. Ir:lani, Mr, Pickering, and Mr, Grove, 


hed, or ſogood a Traveller as Mr. Oates) should neither Swear the 
Fatt my ſelf, nor produce any other Witneſs thereof, this Want of 
Evidence would not Inydlidate the Truth of the thing it ſelf, which might 
be rrue, though it could not be proved : and the Queſtion would be, 
Whether the thing Were true? Ergo, The Jury ought to find you 
Guilty, How you would like this way of Arguing, (though it be 
your oWn) in your own Caſe, itishardtotell: Bur inthe mean time the 
World ſees that your Logick is as bad as your Juſtice, and your Syl- 
logiſms as falſe as your Witneſles. It will nor be amiſs to take notice 
here, of whatis now in many Mouths , which, I fear, conſult their 
Reaſon very little in what they ſay , viz. that it does not neceſſarily Fol- 
loW, that Whatever is Declared to ws by Rogues, is Falſe. | contels it. But 
much leſs does 1t Follow, that it is True, or that on their Teſtimony 
alone it ought to be Believed. I am both weary and ashamed of 'Tr1i- 
fling thus; bur ſuch is the miſery of our Caſe, that we are forced to 
prove, that the Sun Shines at Noon-day, and that in Arithmertick, two 
and two make not five, but four, Good People , The fame way of Ar- 


guing, if it were of any worth, would cancel the Credit even of 


Credible Witneſfles: There being no Neceflity in Nature that Men 
of good Reputation and Eſteem should always ſpeak Truth. You 
perceive then , what weak Arguments are ſtrong enough againſt Pa- 
piſts, and conſequently that Judge Scroggs had good cauſe, as well 
to ſay that an English Cobler was able to Baffle the Wiſeſt of their 
Prieſts, as alſo to employ no better Philoſophy againſt them, than 
what he might have obtained without forſaking the Shambles. 


His Lordship having tired his Lungs with Calumnies, 


and Invectives againſt Religion , 7 return, ſays he, to the 
Matter of F a#7, Which is proved by two Witneſſes, and the con- 
current Teſtimonies of the Letter and the Maid, The Letter which 


your Lordship pretended at firſt ro Boggle at, as nothing 


to the purpole, is now (I ſuppoſe for want of better Evi- 
dence) thought very Material. But why doth not your 
Lordship Retzrn likewiſe to lay before the Jury, What was 
Alledged in behalf of the Priſoners, You hope, that your 
Long, Impertinent Harangue has put that out of their 
Heads,and you think it not coxvenzent to trouble them with 
it, now they are juſt going to Conſider of their Verdict, 
You cannot take leave of us without one of your Old In- 


ferences, 
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ferences, and ſuch as we had from you in Mr. Coleman's 

Tryal. The matter is plain, ſay you, that there was an Intention of 
bringing in Popery by a Cruel and Bloody Way ; for, [mark the 

reaſon] T beheve, They could never have prayed us into their 
Religion. A moſt convincing Argument, and reſerved for 
the End of the Declamation ! Becauſe his Lordship tan- 
Cics that Catholicks could never Pray him and his Bre- 

thren into their Religion, therefore they had an 1ntenti- 
on of introducing it by a Bloody Way. What if his Lordship 
Believes, that itis impoſhible for them to Convert England 
by their Prayers > doth it follow, that zzdeeditis ſo > And 
if they are notable to efte& any ſuch thing by their Pray- 
ers, ( which notwithſtanding moſt commonly 1s hoped 
for by luch, as truly think themſelves in the right) doth 
it follow, that they know the Inefhcacy of their Deyoti- 
ons, loſe thoſe Hopes, and, laſtly, intend theſe Bloody 
Means > And muſt poor Men be hanged , becauſe his 
Lordship Fances otherwiſe than they do> Next to this 
admirable piece of Logick, there follows another of thoſe 
pretty Quirks, wherewith this Wantoz-Cruct Judge (like a 
Cat with a Mouſe) ſports himſelf with the Lives of Men, 
He leaves it to the Jury to conſider, Whether Mr. Oates 
be not rather Juſtified by the Teſtimony offered againſt him , than 
Diſcredited, This likewiſe 1s an excellent Sentence for a 
young Rhetorician, It ſeems then, that it was happy for 
Mr. Treland (and his Cloſe Confinement was a very great Kinds 
neſs) that no more of his Witneſtes were ſent for, ſince, 
inſtead of making for him, they would, by making his 
Accuſers to appear greater Villazns, have ſtrengthened their 
Credit, I exclaim not, becauſe, I hope, the Reader will 
ſave me that labour, by doing it himſelf. * after all, It 
isa Comfort, that the Papiſts are not yet Kogzes enough 


with his Lordship, to be Bekeved, Pray, my Lord, what way is 
there of Defending Innocence ? What way 1s there of taking off the 


Credit of Falſe Oaths ? If there be none, why had you not told your 
Priſoners 
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Priſoners fo at firſt? What needed the tedious Formality of a Pro. 
cels, and that Good WUll wherewith your Lordship pretcnds to 
hearken to their Defence? And if there be Any, what Otheris ir, 
ſaveonly by proving the Witneſſes not only to have been Infamous 
and Perjur'd heretofore, but alfo to have Sworn Falſe in their preſent 
Depoſitions ? Both which were proved here, but, in your Lord- 
$hips opinion, to no other purpoſe, ſave only to Corroborate the Ac- 
cuſation, and Weaken the Defence of the Priſoners. I know, you ſay, 
that When any Enormous Crimes are diſcovered tous by ſome of the Complices, 
there are no other Witneſſes to beexpetted, but ſuch as have been Rogues, And 
Shallit then be 1n a Rogue's power, by pretending himſelf a Complice 
in ſome ſuch thing, to take away the Lives of as many Honeſt Men as 
he pleaſeth ? muſt he not be obliged to produce at leaſt ſome Marks 
of the Certainty of what he ſays, which independently of his own 
bare Aflertion are manifeſt ro us? This being a Circumſtance which 
True and Real Diſcoveries ſeldom want. And truly, if no{uch thing 
be required from theſe pretended Diſcoverers, the Commonwealth 
iS in a fad Condition, fince every unconſcionable Villain hath far 
more power over its Members, than the Sovercign Prince, Suppoſe 
that two notorious Robbers, on promiſe as well of Pardon for the 
Dete&tion of their Complices, as of the Eftates and Goods of ſuch as 
they should Convict, should Accuſe ſome rich and well-known Ci- 
tizens of London, menof yery good Name, and never obſerved to 
keep ill hours, or do any thing elſe, which might render them ſuſpe- 
cted of ſuch a Guilt, and that no ſtoln Goods were found, or appca- 
red to have beenin their poſleſhon, norany other Evidence was pro- 
duced againſt them, ſave only the Aſſertion of theſe two Infamous 
Men, of ſeveral Robberies committed by them at ſuch and ſuch times : This 
I preſume, would not be ſufficient ro condemn the Citizens, unleſs 
they should happen to be Papiſts. Nay,pur this alſo into the Caſe,that 
the Citizens should prove,that they actually were at their own Hou- 
ſes in good and Vertuous Company at thoſe times, wherein their Ac- 
cuſers affirm them to have been engaged in Felonies abroad. Would 
not this ſerve their turn neither, becauſe (according to his Lordships 
Do&trine) the Thing might be true in Subſtance, though the Circumſtance 
of time differed? If matters go thus, Robbers may take a wiſer and 
eafier Courſe of getting Money, than by venturing their Necks and 
taking pains for 1ton the High-way, And the Offer of 200 1. yo” 
will not fail of Raiſing a large Company for Captain Oates. Good 
God! that the Laws Inſtituted by the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 0 
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be the Tcrror.of Evil-Doers, should now (through the Corruption 
of our Age) become not only their Support , bur the very Inſtru- 
ments of their Miſchicf! But this Argument, viz. That Mr. Oates ha- 
ving been ſo great and notorious a Villain, 1s therefore the more Credible VV it- 
neſs of this pretended Villany, 1s extremely Fallacious on another ſcore; 
For, who doth not know, That for (ſuch T reaſons, wherein ſo much 
Secreſic and Trutit is requiſite, and which (as you ſay) proceed from 
a Principle of Religion, Scandalous, Extravagant, and openly Debau- 
ched Perſons are never choſen, bur, on the contrary, ſuch as are Bi- 
gotted, Superſtitious, or, at leaſt, Hypocrirical ? 
7Tbhid. Immediately before the Grave but Malicious words---Let 
Prudence and Conſcience direttf your Verdift, and you Wil be too hard 
for their Art and Cunning,---preceded this worthy Sentence, 
And nov, Gentlemen, to your hands we commit theſe Murtherers, and 
if you do not find them Guilty, you are all Mmnrtherers, Which be- 
ing left out of the Printed Tryal, is here ſupplied, it be- 
ing great pitty that ſo memorable a Paſſage should be for- 
gotten, which may ſerve for a laſting Monument of his 
Lordships Juſtice, and hereafter be inſcribed on his 
Tomb-ſtone, with an---Hz jacet Author iſlias Sententie, This 
was that Blow, with which his Lordship, like an expert 
man inhis Trade, knockt them All in the Head, leaving 
only to the Jury to let out their Blood, From the Cry 
whereof I beſeech our Lord to deliver our poor Nation, 
though, I fear, there are many in it, whom I cannot excuſe 
with a---Neſc:unt, quid Fecerunt, 

The Jury after a short Receſs (the Judge having done 
their Buſineſs to their hands) found the Priſoners Guilty : 
And his Lordship tells them, that they have done like wery 
g004 Subjefs, and very good Chnſtians, but (Correcting him- 
ſelf) adds, that zs to jay, like very good Proteſtants, And herein 
I joyn iſſue with his Lordship ; for, Thus the Proteſtants 
Began,witneſs the Tryals of Sir Tho. More, Bichop Fisher,&c. 
in Kzng' Hemy the Eighth's time, Thus they Continued inthe 
days of 2zeen Elizabeth, and the ſucceeding Ages, And 
thus, I believe, they will End, And his Lordship does al- 
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ſo like a good Proteſtant, and a good Perſecutor , for, having 
Condemned them 'Tnju/ily, he Inſults over them Garta- 
rouſly, Crying out--- And now much God may their Thirty 
Thouſand Maſſes do them, Methinks, though his Breed- 
ing had been always amongſt the Beaſts, (nay amongſt 
Savage ones) he might yet have learnt more Humanity 3 
ſince the Poets tell us, that the Fierceſt Beaſts Scorn to 


Trample on thoſe which they have thrown down, Pretereunt 
Subjecta Fere, ſatis eft Proſtraſſe, &c. Are you not afraid 
of being one of thoſe who are to Cry out another day, 
Hr ſunt quos aliquanao habuimus in deriſum, &c. Theſe are They 
Wbom heretofore We Deſpiſed and had in Deriſion, &c, Methinks, 
you provide apace for that /amentable Harangue. 


Mr. Ireland being asked , VVhat he had to ſay, Why Tudgment Should D. 75. 
not be pronounced againſt him , anſwered, that no Time had been al- + 
lowed him for the Bringing in of His Witneſſes, &c. Mr, Recor- 

der replies, that he had not Objefted This before the Tury gave their Verdi. 
Now, I appeal to any one, who hath peruſed this Tryal , whether 

Mr. Recorder*s Memory be not as Bad as the L. C. }'s. Iuſtice, and 
conſequently whether their Titles do not very ill Agree to them 
Both. Ir being evident, that Mr. Ireland had often made the above- 
mentioned ObjcEtion, and long before the Jury either had given 

their Verdict, or withdrew to Conſult thereof. 


Mr. Recorder makes a very grave and ſcrious Speech, ſeeming to P. 7g. 
bein earneſt, and fully perſwaded that the Priſoners were Guilty, & ſeg. 
which is another Argument with the foregoing Obſervation (if you 
will not charge it on DefeEt of Memory) that he gave but ſmall at- 
tention to the Tryal, and pinn'd his Credit on bis Brother Scrogps's 
Sleeve, and perhaps ſlept in his on: fince likewiſe you have another 
Inſtance of this Slumber in his upbraiding Mr. Ireland | p. $0. ] With 
ſending Beyond-Seas to his FelloW-leſuites, 1hat they Should Preach againſt 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; which if you turn to the 18th. 
page, you will find to be Mr. VVbitebread's ſuppoſed Crime, and was 
never Objected to Mr, Ireland. 

Tou dare ({ays the Recorder) Conſpire to Murther the King: Nay, not P. $1. 
only ſo, bat you dare make your Conſults thereof publick, Sir, This indeed, 
is very Boldand Daring: Buris it alſo as Prudent? Mr. Finch ſays (as 
I have told you often) "That in this Plot, the Jeſuites had done all that 


the 
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theVVit of Man could do, &c. And doth ſuch a Management, as you 
here dgſcribe, ſeem ſo Subtile to your Worship? And yer, methinks 
(with Mr. Recorders leave) They have kept theſe Conſults very 
Private, {ince afterall the Art that hath been uſed to diſcover them, 
there hath not yet appeared the leaſt Probability of any fuch thing. 

Mr. Recorder is much troubled, that Mr. Grove ſhould not think 
{mooth Bullets bad enough for his wicked Enterprize, and there- 
fore shouid reſolve to Chew them with his Venomous Teeth. Bur, 
truly Sir, his Teeth muſt be ſtrong as well as venomous (unleſs their 


Venome have the quality of Aqua: fortis) or clic they are like to make 
but ſmall Impreftions on Silver-bullets, as theſe are faid to be. 


' Mr, Recorder declares, that they have had the full Benefit 
of the Laws Eſtablished i» England, and thoſe the Beſt of 
Lays, It this be true, I shall put into my Litanies, From 
the Beſt of Laws, Good Lord deliver rus, 1 will tell you what 
kind of Law there is at Paris, Not many years ſince, A 
French Baron, maliciouſly Contriving the Deſtruction 
of a Gentleman his Acquaintance, Accuſed him of cer- 
tain Treaſonable' Words , and brought Two Witneſles 
thereof, whom he had procured to be preſent, whilſt He 
and the Gentleman D!ſcomrſed together, though on no 
ſuch Subjefi as was pretended. On this Information, not 
only the Accuſed Gentleman, but alſo the Two Witneſles 
were Clapt up, and Separated from one another ; and (if 
my Memory fail me not) the Baron himſelf was Conti- 
ned. And,in concluſion, through the Care of the Judges, 
and the Strictneſs and Honeſt Art, wherewith the Wit- 
neſles were Examined, the Forgery was happily Dete- 
&ed, the Innocent Gentleman Acquitted, the Baron and 
Witneſſes (who then owned their Villany) Confounded 
and Punished, And this under a Prince, who (you know) 
1s as Severe a Chaſtizer of the Guilt of Treaſon as Any 
under Heaven, Now let us behold your Tranſaction, You, 
indeed, Impriſon the Accuſed, and are Strict enough in 
Cutting oft all Correſpondence from them ; but, as for 
the Accuſers and Witneſſes, you ſuffer them to Herd to- 
gether, 
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oether, as much as they pleaſe, to contrive, adjuſt, and 
Shape their Depoſitions to the beſt Advantage, and are fo 
far from Endeavouring by Separate and Cry-Examinalions 
to find out the Iruth that your whole Buſineſs is toExcuſe 
and Palliate ſuch ContradiRions , 4s (notwithſtanding 
the Liberty which you give them , and Care which they 
take, do yet) molt frequently flip from them, and would 
(were it not for your Fallacies) moſt Apparently Invali- 
date their Evidence. And therefore if you will haye me 
to joyn with you in Calling our English Laws the Beſt in 
the World, you mult (at leaſt) give leave to ſay, that our 
Lawyers (the Interpreters, and Managers of them) are 
the Worſe. 

He brags,that theſe Priſoners were not ſecretly deſtroy- 
ed, but had the Formality and Juſtice of an Arraign- 
ment, were permitted to make their Defence, &c, 1 ask, 
whether the Formality of the late King's Tryal Added to, 
or Diminished the Heinouſneſs of the Murther > Which, 
being in haſte, I leave Mr. Recorder to Anſwer. And in 
the mean time, let me tell you, that your Tryals are more 
Unjuſt than Private Mwrthers, deſtroying not only the Per- 
ſon, but alſo his Credit and Good Name : And where 
they donot ſo (vx amongſt Honeſt and Underſtanding 


Men) they Defame the Nation, 


He ſays that Mr. Ireland had a kind Siſter, who took care to bring P.8 
his Witneſſes, But what ſignified this, withour a kind or a juſt Judge e 03. 
to prefer the Evidence of Worthy ani Unblamable Perſons before 


that of notorious Rogues and Villains ? 


After the Tryal they give you an Account of the Exe- 
cution of two of theſe Priſoners, but (as they have done 
hitherto, in all Narratives of this kind) Conceal the Pro- 
teſtations , which the Dying Men made of their Inno- 
cence, and thereby Diſcover their own Malice and depra- 
ved Mind, which endeavours all manner of ways to keep 


the Knowledge of the Truth from the World, 
H Haying 
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Having finished the Task, which is promiſed in my Tile-Page, per- 
haps, it 'will not be amiſs to put my Readers in mind of that con{1de- 
rable length of Time, which paſſed between the Condemnation of 
theſe Pritoners, and their Execution ; and give the World (ne ac- 
count of thoſe Cauſes, which moved his Majeſty, for more than a 
whole Month (and amidſt the Tumultuous, and Old-Fashion'd 
Cries for unjuſt JUSTICE) to with-hold his Royal Conſent to the 
Death of Such, as now in the General Eſtzem were thought Unwor- 
thy of the leaſt Shadow of Mercy, whoſe Principal malicious Deſign 
was Believed to have had no leſsan Aim than againſt his own molt 
Sacred Life, and who neither asked Pardon, nor ſo much as acknow- 
ledged any Guilt, Not to mention ſuch Particulars,as had given His 
Majeſty ſufficient Reaſon not only to Suſpect, but alſo to Conclude 
the Infidelity of theſe two Informers, Oates and Bedloy; | I mean 
their Wicked and Indigent Lives, the vaſt Improbabilities, and groſs 
Contradictions 1n their Swearing, which this day Accuſed, and to 
morrow Acquitted the ſame Perſons, and vice-yersa; Now they tell 
you, that they never ſaW the face of the Priſoner, and anon, that they have 
eaten a Bushel of Salt Together, with ſeveral other things of the ſame co- 
lour; whereof His Majeſty had the firſt and beſt Knowledge.] I 
Shall only ſpeak af ſuch Informations and Addreſles, as during that 
time were made unto Him in behalf of the Priſoners. It was Alled- 
ged by (ſeveral Petitions delivered into his Royal Hands, that from 
the 3d. of Auguſt to the 14th. of Seprember, 1678. Mr. Ireland was 
conſtantly in the Country (and for the moſt part) in Staffordshire and 
thereabouts, whereas he had been Condemned on the Suppoſition 
of having within that time commitred Treaſon at London. In con- 
firmation whereof ſ{cveral Letters were written, and shewn to His 
Majeſty, and That, not only from Catholicks, but alſo from Prote- 
ſtants, and Thoſe, Perſons of Quality, viz. Juſtices of the Peace 
and Parliament-Men : And Multitudes of Witneſſes were offered 
to be produced whenſoever His Majeſty should think fit to vouch- 
ſafe them an Hearing, Butthat you may diſcern whence thoſe Let- 
ters came, and who thoſe Witneſſes would have been, I will here 
ſubjoyn the Account of that Journey of Mr. Ireland, which after 
his Sentence was Written by himſelf, and ſent to his Majeſty. 


The Account ( Copied from his own Hand) is as followeth , 


And the Perſons ſet down in Capital Letters are ( as I amtold) Pro- 
teſtants. 


VVhereas 
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Letter, and took_ his Oath that I VPrit it from St. Omers, about the middle 
of Auguſt before, and the other VVitneſs in Court that h: ſaW mein Mr. Harcourt*s 
Chamber in Dukcſtreet, about the latter endof the ſame Auguſt, I ſay, that ha- 
ying bought a Horſe of one Mr, Thomas Eccleſton, out of Lancashire, ſtanding 
at the Red Lionin Drury-lane, on Saturday the 2d. of Auguſt, 1678. about tWo 
of the Clock in the Afternoon ; having paid Richard the Hoſtler for the ſtanding of 
my Horſe, in preſence of Mr, Perkinſon , Maſter of the Inn, (as I took him to be) 
and Mr, Fenwick; I took Horſe, and that Night came to Standen beyond Ware, 
Sunday the 4th. I Dined With Sir Edward Southcot, Mr. Francis Gage, Mr, 
Parſons,'Mr. Hinde the PARSON of the ToWn, and other Chief Inhabitants, invited 
by my Lord Afton. Monday the 5th. I Went With my Lord, Sir Edw. South- 
cot, Mr. Gage , and Servants, toSt, Albans, and joyned Sir John Southcor, 
his Lady, Children, and Servants, at the Bull, as I take it. TuclJay the Grh. Wwe 
Lodzed at the George in Northampton, Wedneſday the 7th. at the Bull, as 1 
tabe it, at Coventry. Thurſday the 8th. We came ro Tixhal, ſtaid there the 
9th, 10th. 111th. 12th, Tueſday the 13th. leaving my Horſe to have his Back, Cu- 
red by th: Smith, 1 Borrowed another, and went With Sir John Southcot, Sir Edw. 
Mr. Francis Aſton, Children and Servants, Item, my Old Lady Aſton ro Nant- 
wich, and Lodged at the Lamb, as I take tt, Wedneſday the 14th. I Lodged at 
the Star in Holywel, Thurſday rhe 15th came back over the Sand, and Lodged 
at Cheſter, at the Greyhound, as I take it. Friday the 16th. came back to Tix- 
hal. Saturday the 17th. Went upon my on Horſe ro Wolverhampton zo ſee 
tWo Aunts, (taid there the 18th. 19th, 2oth. 21ſt. 224. 23d. 24th. 25th. in that 
time among others I ſaWv Mr. Purſal, Son to Mr. Purſal, come from London to ſee 
his Father and Friends, Item, Mr, Charles Gifford came to ſee bixs Brother Tho- 
mas Where I Lodg'd, With my Aunt Harewel : Once I Din'd at Mr, Winfords, 
Where Was his Neece, Sir John Winford's DAUGHTER. After Dinner came 
to of Eſq; Luſons DAUGHTERS, and others, to play at Cards. Friday 
the 22d. 1 Went With Mr. Winford's Daughter and Neece, &c. to Litchfield, 
Din'd at the George, and WweresheWed the Minfter by Mr. SHIRLY Schoolmaſter 
of the Place, and his WIFE, their Kindred, and returned to Wolverhampton. 
Monday the 26th. 1 Went back, to Tixhal. Tueſday the 27th. I Was at the 
Horſe-Race at Edginhil, Where Sir H. Goff diſtanCd Mr. Chetwins. Wedneſ- 
day the 28th. I Din'd at Bellamour , Invited by Mr. Walter Aſton , with 
others, Thurſday the 29th. at Tixhal BoWling-Green I ſab Mr. CHET WIN, 
ſpoke particularly With Sir Thomas WHITGRAVE, Mr. John Powtrel and 
his Brother William of Weſthalam, in Darby-shire, Mr. Walter and Mr. John 
Aſton, Mr. Fowler and his Sons, &Xc. and that Night Went Home With Mr. Heve- 
ningham, and Sir James Simons his — to Aſton , and part of the Way 
| - with 
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with Mr, Dracot, 4nd one Mr, Collier. Friday the 3oth. flayed there. Sa- 
turday the 31ſt. 1 Went home With Mr. Kichard Gerard of Hilderſton, 
Sunday the 1ſt, ſtayed there, Monday the 24d. With bim I Din'd at one Mr, 
Crompton*s, With Mr. Bidle, my Lady Gorings Son-in-laW, and through Staf- 
ford and Pancridge came that Nrght to Boſcobcl. Tueſday the 3d. of Sep- 
tember, ſtayed there. Wedneſday the 4th. came again ro Wolverhampton 
to my. Aunt at Mr. 'Tho. Giffords, ſtayed there the 5th. and 6th. Saturday I 
Went back, to Tixhal. Sunday the 8th. ſtayed there, Monday the gih. With 
Sr John Southcot, Sir Edward, my Lady, Children and Servants, I came to the 
Bull, as I take it, at Coventry. Tueſday the 10th, We Lodged at the Alter- 
Stone in Banbury. Wedneſday the 11th. I met Robert Hill, Mr. Benja- 
min Hinton's Man upon the Road, and ſpoke to him: Baited at Alisbury , and 
Lodged about 11. Miles beyond. I have forgot the Town and Inn. Thurſday the 
12th, We Baited at Kingiton, and came home to Meſtham. Friday the 13th. I 
ſlayed there, and ſold my Horſe for 71. to young Mr. John Southcot. Saturday 
the 14th, I came upon him With William, Sir John's Man, to lead bim back, ſet 
up in Southwark, and came over to Somerlet-Houle-Stairs, to my Lodging at 
the White-Hart With the ſaid William. This 23. of December, 1678. 


W. Ireland, 


Had Mr. Oates given us ſo good a Journal (and capable of ſuch Atte- 
ſtations) of thoſe few days which he pretends to have ſpent in England about 
the 24th. of April, 78, we should not have (crupled the Believing him. 
Indeed it is not a little to be admired (and mult be the effett of a Regu- 
lar and well-ordercd Life) that Mr. Ireland should Recolle&t himſelt fo 
far, as to be able to give ſo punctual and exact an Account of that Jour- 
ney : But it would be much more wondertul, that any one, ſeeing what 
Witneſſes there-are to each ſtep thereof, should prefer the Bare Aflertion 
and Abſurd Tale of two Infamous Rogues before it. And therefore how 
can it ſeem ſtrange, that his Majeſty should moſt unwillingly conſent to the 
Shedding that Blood, which he had ſo much reaſon to. believe Innocent ? 
And (laying apart the Motives of Preciſe Iuſtice) If we conſider ſome paſſages of 
This Journal, and ſuch a Sence as the mention thereof muſt needs Create 
within His Majeſties Royal Breaſt ( I mean, 'That of Mr. Ireland's being at 
Boſcobel, and, moſt probably, Delighting himſelf with the fight of the Sacred 
TREE, wherein his near Relations had been the Happy Inſtruments of Sa- 
ving that Prince, againſt whom he was now falfly Accuſed to have at the 
ſame time | viz. whilſt he was actually at Boſcobel ] Confpired at London) With 
what Back wardneſs, With what Reluctancy, With what Force and Grief of 


Heart 


Mr. Ireland, Mr, Pitkering, and Mr. Grove.  - IF 


Heart $hall we Og, that our moſt Gracious Sovereign gave way to the 
Death of this Man ? I doubr not, but it was Such, as that we may fafely ſay, 
that it was impoſſible for him to afford a greater Demonſtration, or invent a 
plainer Evidence of the Extreme Deſire he hath, of Pleaſing his People. 
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APPENDIX. 


H E Preſs being at work onthe laſt Sheets of the foregoing Piece, two 
Fresh Narratives (viz. The Tryals of the Five Jeſuites , and of Mr. 
Langhorn) came to my hands: Wherein Partiality and Injuſtice are heightned 
to ſuch a Degree, that, should I have a mind to lengthen my Remarks with 
ſuch matter as theſe two moſt Fertile Fields afford me , it would be impoſh- 
ble for me to raiſe my Exprethions , Exclamations, and other neceſlary parts 
of Writing to ſuch a pitch, as were needful to make them hold proportion 
with my Subject, and by anſwerable Increaſes ro correſpond with my former 
Diſcourſe.I thought, That, when I began this Work,Oppreſhion and Tyranny 
were arrived at their utmoſt ſtature, butit appeareth to me now, Thar, 
what I took to be Manhood (if I may fo ſpeak) and Full Growth, was only 
the Youth or Infancy of a Giant. And if the Task ſeemed then to exceed my 
Forces,with what hopes can I undertake it now, or How can [ better expreſs 
the Sence, which I have thereof, than by borrowing the High Notion of a 
great Poet, and Crying out Monſtrum! Horrendum! Informe ! Ingens !-----and 
lo fall into a moſt profound and unalterable ſilence ? However , I muſt pick 
out a few Points, not the moſt obſeryable , but ſuch as bear. ſome Rehation 
to the Preceding Remarks. 

My L. C.J. North ſays [| inthe 5th. Page of the Tryal of Mr. Whitebread; 
&c.] that The Charge of the Iury | concerning the Deliverance of the Priſon 
ers | is not full, tillthe Court give them a Charge at laſt. And concludes, that till 
the Charge of the Jury bein that manner Full, any Tryal may be ſuſpended , ſo as 
to be brought on 4 ſecond time. If this be true, then _(whar. I have obſerved in 
the 36th. page of theſe Remarks) the Pretence which Judge Scroggs. made 
uſe of, to deny a farther time to Mr. Ireland far the Bringing in his Witneſ- 
ſes, by ſaying, that The Iury Were neither to.. Eat nor Drink,, till they brought in 
their Verdift, was moſt uncharitable and feigned; ſince, when Mr. Ireland 
deſired this, the Jury had not had their Charge arJlaſt, and-conſequently 
(according to this Opinion) the Tryal might have been. put off till another 
time, without any neceſlity,that thoſe Twelve Gentlemen $should have Star- 
ved,or the Priſoners been Acquitted.l ſee the Lawyers deal with the Statutes, 
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as the Miniſters do with the Scriptures, and force them to ſerye their turn, 
whatſoever it be. 

I muſt confeſs,that Mr.Oates and his Comerades take care,that we may not 
be Cloy*d with the ſame old Stuff over again ; but that we may have ſome 
Varicty for our Money, And therefore in every one of theſe Tryals we have 
their Evidence ina new shape. In Mr. Coleman's Tryal, Mr. Oates ſees 8ol. 
at: Wild- houſe, and a Meſſenger ready to carry it, whom he never ſaw before 
nor ſince, and at the ſame time and place he ſees Mr. Coleman give the Meſſen- 
ger a Guinny, &c. In Mr, Ireland's Tryal, He ſees this Money paid in Mr. 
Coleman's preſence at Mr. Harcourt's Lodging near the Arch in Duke-ſtreer. 
And in Mr. Whitebread's Tryal, He goes from Wild-houſe with that Meſſenger, 
(whom, as he ſaid, he never ſaw, f{ince he ſaw him at the ſaid Wild-houſe) to Mr. 
Harcourt*s Lodgings in Duke-ſtreet, &&c, And (inthe ſame Tryal) BedloW tells you 
that this Money which lay upon the Table and was paid to the Meſſenger 
(according to Mr. Oates) in Mr. Coleman's preſence , was after Mr. Coleman's 
departure taken out of a Drawer, and given to the Meſlenger, &c. In Mr. 
Coleman's Tryal | p. 29. | Mr. Oates Swears that the laſt time' that ever he ſaw 
Mr. Langhorn was withina day or two after the Conſult in April, and in Mr. 
I anghorn's | p. 13, 14.] that he heard conſiderable Treaſons from him the 
Iuly or Auguſt following, and|[p.18.] that in thoſe two Months he had cone 
verſed with him once or twice, and | a little after | twice or thrice. I muſt 
confeſs, that were itnot out of Reſpect, and for fear of 4ſperſing the King's 
Witneſs, I should fay down-right, that Mr. Oates was Forſworn in one of theſe 
places. Although, on the other (ide, can hardly imagin, that it is a neceflary 
part of my Allegiance-to Believe Contraditions: Which in my Opinion, is as 
difficulr, as tonumber thoſe which occur in theſe Tryals, 

And now,leſt you should not reſt ſatisfied with what I have faid in Vindica- 
tion of that Letter which ſummoned one of the Jeſuites to their Congregation 
at London,&c.you shall hear what Judge Scroggs ſays of it in the goth. p. of Mr. 
Whaitebread*s Tryal, where (ſpeaking of the mention there of a Deſign requi- 
ring Secrefie, which he would haveto bean intention to Kill the King) after 
having inſulted over the Prieſts,as over ſo many Ignorant and Illogical Heads, 
he hath theſe words,----- Does any man Writeplainer than this,When they Write of a 
thing that is of ſuch a nature? Is not the Danger too great to hazard that Fat, 
Which they call the nature of the thing, tointruſlt ir in a Letter ?-----And if you con- 
fider the perſon that VVrites: a Jeluite, or a Prieſt : Are Prieſts ever plain? and 
Will you expett plainne(s here, whenin things of ten thouſand times leſs mo- 
ment they don't write plainer? Is it not known that you have not a Proſelyte, 
that you do not keep under Obligations as cloſe as your Confeſſions are? Haye you not 
raken here, as it is SWorn, 4 Sacrament of Secreſie ? Is there a VVoman that Jou Cone 
yert but in the Dark? or a Papiſt made out of 4 Prieſi”s hole? Are not all your 
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Deeds under ground? And do you Work With any Light, but that of a Dark-Lant- 
horn? In which words his 1. or.iship, as if, really, he had Commiſerated that 
Poor Defence which he Upbraids, hath, in my mind , made a very good one 
himſelf for his Priſoners, and fo, at length (though perhaps unwitungly) is 
become their Advocate. For, if it he certain, Thar Prieſts are never plain, 
that in matters of ten thouſand times leſs moment | than what 1s here ſpoken 
of ] they donot write piaincr, That the making a Papiit, or Proſelzte, and 
even the Converſion of a VVoman, are things Wh:ch (in their opimon) require 
Secreſie, and are kept in the Dark; | think it follows with much eaſineſs; firſt, 
That 4 Fortiori the Deſign of Holding a Congregation in London (and of 
Meeting 50. of them in a Body together, whereof any One publickly 
known would be an Eye-ſore) muſt needs appear of ſuch 4 nature to theſe 
Cautious men, as that they would think themſelves concerned to keep it ex- 
tremely Private, being (as1s obvious to the meaneſt Apprehenfion) of far 
greater moment than the Converſion of a VVoman, or the like; And ſecondly, 
That it is Incredible that theſe Menshould Write, and ſend by the Common 
Poſt, ſuch plain 'Treaſonable Letters as Oates and his Brethren teſtifhe, and 
particularly Mr. Dugdale, who | in Mr. VVhitebread's Tryal, p. 29. | ſays, that 
he intercepted a Letter from Mr. VVbitebread to Mr. Ewers, wherein Mr. 
EWers was adviſed in Expreſs words to ſeek out Couragious and ſtout per- 
ſons for the Killing the King : And this he {wears was ſent by the ordinary Poſt, 
though his Lordship had before ſufhciently prompted him to more Probabi- 
lity, by ſaying, That ic Was much that Mr. Whitebread should Write ſuch Words 
ina Letter, but the unskilful Knight of the Poſt had not wit enough on this hint 
from his Patron to provide a {pecial Meſſenger for his Letter, whereby much 
of the Abſurdity wouid have been avoided. I fay, if it be true, as Judge 
Scroggs ſays, that no man writes plain, when he writes things of this nature, 
and that Prieſts are not plain in matters of ten thouſand timcs leſs moment, 
How could it be believed, thar the ſame Prieſts should fo frequently put into 
their Letters ſuch things in plain terms, as no other man in the world would 
do; and not only ſo, bur alſo ſend rhem by the ordinary Poſts ? Ex ore two xe 
judico, You ſee, my Lord,.that you are Confured out of 'your own Mouth. 
and Conſequently, that it 1s not the Logick which you have learnt, - but the 
Bench which you fit on, that renders you Unconquerable. Non tu, sed lucus, 

It is no wonder to me, that Mr. Oates from the depth of Poverty. should on. 
the ſudden become a Banker, and have it within his power to lay. out fix or 
ſeven hundred pounds for the ſeryice of the Publick, {ince his Soul is worth. 
much more than that-comes to; and, let the price-thereof be what it will, 
he has certainly too hard a Bargain in parting with it : But, I muſt confeſs, /it 
would have puzzled me to find our, How Mr. Oates, whoſe Table is fo well 
prepared for him, whoſe Raiment the Gravity of his Calling permits not to 
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beexpenceful, and, laſtly, whoſe Obligations are Thoſe, of the Prodigal Re« 
turned, Should have had the occaſion of Disburſing fo much Money (in the 
Execution of his Office) were it not evident how many Journey-men he 
has been forced to hire for the proof (not to mention any other particular) of 
his being at London 1n April, 78. whereas when Mr, Whiebread was on his firſt 
Tryal, and afterwards at a Committee, . he was not able to name ſo much as 
one, who had (cen him there at that time. Now, theſe things cannot be done 
without Money, and thercfore the Publick muſt allow it, on the paſſing his 
Accounts. 
I hope (my Dear Countrymen) that you perceive at length, how eaſie it is 
for you, by the help of alittle ſerious RefleCtion, to get from under thoſe 
Miſtakes, which the Craft of Evil Men hath caſt upon you ; and though 
the late frequent 'Tryals and Condemnations have abuſed you into a ground- 
Icis (but moſt pernicious) Jealouſic, if you once patiently Conſider them, you 
will find that theſe Scorpions ( which have Stung and Poiſoned the Na- 
tion) afford ſuch an Oyl, as can expel their own Venome , and will 
reſtore your Judgments to a ſound and due Temper , whereby it be 
no hard task to Diſcern plainly, that it was not Danger or the Neceſflity 
:of Afﬀairs, but the Cruel Ambition of ſome amongſt you (who care not 
on whom they tread, that they may arrive at their Deſigns) which hath, not 
only marked you out for God Almighty's Vengeance with ſtains of Inno- 
cent Blood, bur alſo diſturbed your Temporal Quiet , involved you in fo 
much Expence (as well by keeping up the Train-Bands, as otherwiſe) inter- 
rupted your Trade, And, by this means, impoverished Many of your Fami- 
lies, And (till 'Threatens the Ruine of many more. Nay (if it be not ſpeedily 
prevented)it is hardly credible, that this Miſchief should ever cnd, bur in the 
Deſtruction of the whole Nation it ſelf. And though (for the Reaſons al- 
ready given) I shall forbear to carry on my Remarks through the new Mat- 
ter which now offereth ir felf,yer it will be the more Eafie for you,from what 
I have ſaid on the fore-mentioned Tryal (as from a Grammar or Paradigm) 
to direct: your Conſideration to thoſe things, which are moſt notoriouſly ob- 
Aervablein the others. For, What is it that is contained in theſe late Try- 
als, ſave only 'That Monſter of Injuſtice ( which I have there deſcrib?d) 
grown Bigger,-and proportionably-increaſed in every Limb? Here is (that 
1 may explain my ſelf) the Improbability of the Accufation more apparent 
by farther Incoherences, and fresh Abſurdities; The Falshood of the Wit- 
nefies-more palpable by multiphed Contraditions, moſt different Editions 
ofthe ſame Evidence, 'and (therefore) plainer Perjuries; 'The Corruption 
: of 'the Judges more Hideous by rougher Inhumanities, and the unconſcion- 
able uſe of more Tricks and Jugling to ſupport an open Lye, and baftle as 
- manifeſt an Innocence; And, finally, the excellent Defence of the Priſon- 
crs 
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ers more brutishly quash*d and rendred ineffeftual, as well by the Inar- 
ticulate noiſe of the Crowd, as the Nonſenſical and Impertinent one of the 
Bench , Wherein our Great and Small Murtherers dealt with us., as heretofore 
the Menades or Bacche did with Orpheus , and out-baul'd that Harmony of 
Truth, which otherwiſe, perhaps, would have Charmed, Civilized , and 
reduced them to Reaſon. Ina word, Every thing is grown up, and amongſt 
others Mr. Oates isgrowna Doctor, but whether it be by reaſon of his Im- 
provement in the Liberal Art of Swearing , or becauſe he out-does Doctor 
Stil. .in Confuting Catholick Prieſts, my Intelligence doth not determine. Ir 
grieves me to take notice of another Increaſe, I mean, of anrighteow Judges , 
who come on as faſt, as if there had iflued out a Proclamation for the En- 
couragement of 'Them alſo. And I cannot but condole with one of them , 
from whole nobler Bloud, it was impoſſible for me , to expect ſuch Baſe and 
Ignoble Deeds. Is it, perhaps, infe&ted by his Sitting on the ſame Bench 
with my L. C.J. Scroggs? Or(asIlam rather apt to think ) hath the preſent 
Lightning and Thunder againſt Catholicks ſoured it within his Veins, and 
made His Lordship perceive , how hard a thing itis to be a Good man in Evil 
times? However it be, MethinksI fee formwhart1n this Nobleman, that { for 
Judge Scroggs's Comfort) moſt eminently verifies the Maxim which teacheth, 
That the Beſt things , When they are Corrupted , become the Worſt. This Judge | in 
the Tryal of the five Jeſuites p. 18. ] on Mr. Gavan's ſaying, that he had more 
Confidence in the Honour of the Bench ,than in Whatſcever Mr. Oates ſaid or [Wore, 
Cryes out , Don't give the King's VVitneſſes ill words. It may be, that Mr. Gavan 
deſerved this Reprehenfion for his Miſtake : But if ſo, I am heartily forry, 
that this Venerable Court of Judicature 1s ſuch at preſent, as that a man can 
Confide no more therein, than in the Teſtimony of Infamous and Perjur*'d 
Villains, and that Mr. Oates is egregiouſly wronged , whenever the Honour 
of theſe Judges hath the upper hand of his Credit. O Tempora! O Mores! Burt 
amidſt all theſe Increaſes , there 1s( I muſt confeſle ) one Decreaſe which I have 
taken notice of. And it is in the Quality of the Jury. Ar firſt, wee had hardly 
any thing beſides Baronets, Knights and Eſquires : And now (thanks be to God) 
we have not ſo much as a Gentleman. W hich cauſeth me to think, that the 
Stock of Tourney-men Butchers amongſt the Gentry 1s already out ; and I hope, 
that e*re this there are not many left amongſt the Honeſt Yeomen. 

Bur after all my Diſcourſes, if they shall tell me (as they did their late Pri- 
ſoners ) that I ought not to take any advantage of theſe Printed Hiſtories of 
the Tryals, though ſuch as have come, out under their own CorreCtion and 
Authority , I will anſwer briefly , that I doubt not , but the world will reſt fa- 
tified ,as well of our Innocence, as of their Partiality and Injuſtice, if 1 make 
them both appear out of theſe Publications , which they ( whom it ſo much 
concerned} have ſet forth on purpoſe to Evince the Contrary , and juſtify 
their Proceedings. 1 - And 
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And now, becauſe inthe latter end of my Remarks I obſerved that all 
Narratives of theſe late TransaCtions had concealed ſuch ſolemn and convin- 
cing Proteſtations of Innocence, as the Pretended Criminals made at their 
departure out of this world ( which, it ſcems, was then thought the moſt 
convenient means of Hiding the Truth ) it may , perhaps , be expected , that 
I should fay ſomewhat of a late Publication , which hath been ſo Candid, as 
to expoſe to the general View the laſt Speeches of no lefle than five Martyrs all 
at once. What $hall we fay ? Are our Adverſaries grown Ingenuous and 
Sincere on the ſuddain ? Hath, peradventure , ſo much Innocent Bloud ſup- 
pled, and made them pliantto the rules of Juſtice? No, no, it is too great a 
Leap from the loweſt Sink of Malice to fo high a Pitch of Integrity. They 
Shew, indeed, theſe laſt and greateſt Evidences of Innocence,but it is under the 
CroWn of thorns ,the white and purple Robes, and ſuch an Attire of Deriſion, as 
Thoſe whom they now imitate, heretofore thought fit to put on the Sa- 
viour of the World , when they expoſed him to the People with an Ecce Ho- 
Mo. But that it may not fare with you { my Dear Countrymen)-as it did with 
the IeWs,who were not able to Diſcern the King of Heaven and Earth amidſt 
ſuch clouds of Dirt and Ignominy , as his Ennemies had taken care to inveſt 
him with, I will, atleaſt, endeayour by a few lines to draw off thoſe Vi« 
Zards, wherwith the Iike Men have laboured to Diſguiſe this Truth, that (if 
poſhible ) it may appear to you in its native Beauty and Luſtre. And in order 
hereunto, it would not be amiſs, that you should take notice , How , and by 
what means the moſt important Truth , 1 mean, the Chriſtian Religion, hath 
always been Impugned , which (if you have recourſe to the beſt Hiſtories ) 
you will find to have been done ( for the moſt part) no otherwiſe , than by 
putting evil and ſiniſter Interpretations and Gloſles on all ſuch things, as from 
time to time were offered in its Confirmation, and towards the Gaining it a 
Belief from Mankind, Thus the Holy Abſtinence and Retirement of S. Tobxs 
Baptiſt , whois tousher it into the world, are Interprered Madneſs and the 
Effects of being poſſeſſed With a Devil ; The more free and ſociable Converſation 
of our Saviour, who teacheth it , muſt paſs for Drunkenneſs and the Love of 
Mt Company ; Sometimes , indeed , they ask him a Miracle, as if he had not done 
any , that ſo they may decieve the People; But where his Miracles are 
too open to be Denied, their Gloſs is at hand, and they tell you, That ir & 
through thepoWer of Sathan, that he worketh them. In fine , Interpretation is That, 
which accompanies the Racks and Torments of the Pagan Perſecutors, And 
1s (as the world knows) ſo ſtrong an Engin in the hands of all Hereticks 
( whoſe chief Mapazines are filled with nothing elſe but Texts of Scripture 
ill-interpreted) and is made uſe of by them with ſo much ſucceſs againſt this: 

Pillar of Truth , that many times we could not but fear even the Downfal and 


total Ruine thereof, were it not for that Promiſe , - which aflures us, that 
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the Powers of Hell shall never prevail againſt it. No wonder then ,if it be ſtill Em- 
ployed , and that you find it through all theſe late Tranſactions ſo much in 
Vogue, and eſpecially ( that I may come to my preſent purpole) in the leſſen- 
ing ,diſcrediting and evading fſogreat a Teſtimony of Truth , as hath been 
oven us in the Laſt Speeches of theſe Glorious Sufferers. At firſt, as you 
may remember , when theſe Treaſons were moſt fully & ſolemnly denied 
atthe Hour of Death, Ir was ſaid (without any imaginable grounds) that this 
Denyal Was bargained for, and only made on the promiſe and expefiation of 4 Pardon. 
Next, the Speeches were (as much as could be) Interrupted and Hindred 
by the Sheriff; And whatever eſcaped his Authority , was buried, atleaſt, 
in the Silence of the Preſſe : But when ſuch a Torrent of this Laſt Eloquence 
brake forth inſpighr of all Dams and oppoſition, and ſpake loud the Inno- 
cence of the Catholicks through the Nation, THEN there 1s no other way 
of Impugning it, than by the boldeſt Gloſles and rasheſt Interpretations , 
tharcitherthe Brains or Malice of our Adverſaries can invent. And ther- 
fore ( not conſidering how many flourishing and well-governed Common- 
wealths and Kingdoms of Chriſtianity they Aﬀront at once ) they Cry out, 
That there isno regard to be had even to the Dying Words of Papiſts, foras- 
much as they arenever unprovided of Diſpcnſations, Abſolutions, Equivo- 
cations, and a thouſand ſuch things as thoſe , which enable them in the very 
face of preſent Death (whoſe Remembrance alone , according to the Scrip- 
ture ,1senough to deterr us from Evil) witha clear Conſcience, and (the 
Effe&t of it ) a chearful Countenance, to Mock the God of Heaven and of 
Truth, by invoking him to the Teſtimony of moſt Hellish and abominable 
Lies. I muſt confeſs, I always thought that Serenity and Peace of mjmd 
(clpecially at the hour of Death)had been the Attendant only of Juſt Actions, 
and for this reaſon that Balaam was induced to deſire, that His Death might be 
like the Death of the Righteow : But now I ſee, there are ſome , who would have 
us believe, that not only the evil Life, but the Death it ſelfe of the Wic- 
ked 1s fo far from being Terrible and full of Remorſe, that they can ſmile 
on it even amidſt their Impieties, -and are fo far from loathing the fouleſt 
Crimes (as Men have hitherto been faid to do at ſuch a:time as this ) that 
they Hug, Embrace, and, as it were, ſtrive to Carry them along With them bee 
tore the Dreadful Tribunal of Almighty God. But He, who can Beheve this, 
muſt at the ſame time refuſe his Credit to whatſoever either Philoſophy, Di- 
vinity, or Common Experience hath taught us hitherto of Human Nature: 
He muſt acknowledge, That there are Men in the World , Who love 
what is neither a real nor an apparent Good ; Who Hate both God & Them- 
ſelves; And, laſtly, who puriue what is dire&ly Contrary to all rye and 
ſeeming Intereſt. 
Inthe farit place , I hope atleaſt , that you we now grant me , that , what 
2 your 
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your Informers and Judge Scroggs himſelfe [ in Mr. Ireland's Tryal p. 74. 
and elſewhere |] with many others have made you believe touching theſe 
Prieſts and Jeſuites , 1sevidently falſe, Viz. That their Religion was nothing 
elſe but their Intereſt , that they were Bisbopricks, Deaneries and other Prefer- 
ments which they aimed at in all their Endeavours, and not the Satisfaction 
of their Conſciences , or any Proviſion for another World. For, can the 
weakeſt Brother amongſt you think, that Men who follow meerly rem- 
poral Conveniences and earthly Intereſts, should rather throw away their 
Lives and Hopes in defence of Falshood, than by owning Truth , lay hold 
on thoſe Poſlefſions, which (as you fay ) were the only things , which they 
ſought by their Impoſtures ? I ſay , it cannot but be 1magined that ſuch, Whoſe 
Belly Was their God , would have choſen rather to have Dicted with Oares 
& BedloWy , and partaken of their Dainties at the Royal Pallace ( though at 
a greater Expence , than that of telling Truth ) than to have become them» 
ſelves the food of worms within the Grave. Ir was not Intereſt then, but 
Conſcience and ſome Fundamental Point of their Religion, which obliged 
them to refuſe ſo many Offers of Pardon and Preferment , as were made 
to them ( and amidſt the Threats of Death were the ſtrongeſt Argument 
to Nature) for the Extorting the Confeſſion you deſired. Infomuch as that 
every one of your Rulers might have ſaid to each of their Priſoners ( as B- 
lak did to Balaam) Decreveram quidem magnifice honorare te, ſed Dominu privavit te 
Honore diſpoſito. I purpoſed, indeed, to have Honoured thee in an highdegree , but it is 
thy God , Who hath obſitruted my Deſign , and deprived thee of thoſe great Dignities , 
Which I intended to have conferred upon thee. And it this be (o, How is it poſſible 
that any one should bewitch the Faculties of your ſouls fo far,as ro make you 
fancy, that this Religion (not to ſay, Any Religion) which your greateſt DoCtors 
hold a Safe Way to Salvation, from which your Bishops take fo much pains to de- 
rive their Succeſſion and Order, and which they acknowledge to be the Do- 
Etrine of what hath been and continues ſti], at leaſt,a Member of that Spouſe 
of Chriſt, the Holy Catholick Church, caneither require or allow its Profeflors to 
commit the blackeſt Treaſons, and to employ their laſt Breath in the 
dreadfulleſt Blaſphemies, and moſt exquiſte and elaborate Perjuries ? Can 
(I ſay) aReligion, which leads to Heaven, propole a path fo crooked, foul 
& dark, that even thoſe who go to Hell are aftraid to tread therein ? Bur if 
Paſſhon & Prejudice have o far intrenched on the Prerogative of your Spe- 
cies, asthat you cannotnow hearken to the ealy and convincing Inferences 
of your Reaſon, Be pleaſed ( for once) to believe your Senfes. Behold your 
Priſons full of Catholicks , Many great houſes emptied of their Lords, The 
Houſe of Peers conſiderably maimed, 'The Roads beaten by Multitudes 
travelling into Banishment , and (looking a little back ) men turned out of 
their Employments , two Thirds of their Eſtates , and, many times, out of 
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Life it ſelfe. Ask the reaſon ofall this Buſtle, Confuſion and Slaughter : And 
your Neighbours, your Hiſtories and your Laws will anſwer you, that is 
is , becauſe the Catholicks Will not take the Oath of Supremacy , Will not deny an 
Article of their Belief , and cannot ſear That to be True , Which they think, in 
their Conſciences to be Falſe : And when you hear this, I hope , you will not 
ſay (let Shameleſs Scriblers publisch what they pleaſe ) that Catholicks can 
Ly or SWear falſe under the ProteCtion of any Diſpenſation or Equivocation What» 
ſoever ; for, by what wile can this Chymera get into your heads, that men 
Should neither Dare nor Forbear to Ly to ſave their Lives? or,that they should 
ſwear falſc tro Damn their Souls, and not do it to preſerve their Eſtates? But af- 
ter all this, and what | have ſaid elſewhere, had the Crimes , objected to theſe 
men, been proved againſt them , by perſons of an unſuſpected Fidelity , or 
any tolerable Reputation, there had yet been ſome Colour for that Incredu- 
lity towards Dying Speeches, which they would create in you ; But when the 
Witneſles of this pretended Guilt are ſo Infamous , their Information fo ab- 
ſurd and contradi&tory, and the Proofs againft them ſo ſtrong and ſubſtantial, 
and when (on the other ſide) the Worth and Loyalty of the Accuſed are ſo 
Known and Conſprcuous, their forbearance to Fly giving anevident mark of 
their Innocence, and the ſtricteſt ſearches not affording the leaſt ſign of their 
Treaſon, if you cannot prefer the laſt VVords and ſolemn Proteftations of ſober 
and modeſt Chriſtians, who , during the courſe of their Lives, made the 
higheſt ſcruple ( as you have ſcen by experience) of a falſe Oath, and now at 
their Deaths can get nothing by oxe, but a deeper place in Hell , before the 
Atteſtations of ſuch Wretches, who never ſtuck at Perjurie or the vileſt 
Wickedneſſe to accomplish their ends, in whoſe mouths even a true Report 
would have loſt its credit, and who at preſent have ſo much advantage from 
their Inventions, that with much more truth they may be faid to have diſcoye- 
red an Indian Mine, than any Plot againſt his Majeſty , If ſuch a Profpe& 
as this do not undeceive you , What $hall I fay, fave only that it will be a 
Madneſs for me to ſay any thing more? For, if in ſucha caſe, and amidſt 
ſuch Circumſtances you Believe not the Proteſtations of DYING men, I 
think , I may well Conclude ( in ſome of 4brabam's words to Dives ) thar 
neither Will you be perſWwaded, though one even ROSE FROM THE DEADao con- 
Vince you. And, therefore , that it Will be a more prudent Charity , to change my 
Diſcourſes to you into Prayers and Tears for you, that God Would by Turning 
your Hearts, Avert thoſe ſevere Indgments , Whereof ſuch Incorrigible Obſtinacy and 
Blindneſſe baye ever been the conſtant & certain Harbingers. 
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3. Reg. c.21. V. 9. 10. 11.12. 12. 


Redicate Jejunium , & ſedere facite Naboth inter Primos Populi. Et ſubmit- 
tite Duos viros, filios Belial , contrz eum, & fallum Tecſtimonium dint. 
Benedixit Naboth Deum & Regem. Et educite eum & lapidate , ficque Moriatur. 


Fecerunt ergo Cives ejus, Majores natu c# Optimates. .. . ſicut preceperat eis Jeza- 
bel. Preduaverunt Jcjunium , & ſedere fecerunt Naboth inter Primos Populi. Et ad- 
duftis duobus yiris , filus Diaboli, fecerunt eos ſedere contra eum. At illi, ſcilicet vi- 
ri Diabolict, dixerunt contra eum teſtimonium coram multitudine. Benedixit Naboth 


Deum & Regem. Quamobremeduxerunt eam extra Civitatem, & lapidibus interfe= 
.Ce7Unt. 


Proclaima Faſt, and place Naboth amongſt the Cheif of the 
People. And ſet tvo mer , ſons of Belial, againſt him , andlet them 
bear falſe Witneſſe | ſaying | Naboth hath Cuiſed God & the King. 
Then lead him out , and ſtone him till he dies. And hzs Cititens, 
the Elders and Magiſtrates did... .. as Texabel had commanded, 
They. proclaimed a Faſt, and placed Naboth amongſt the Chief 
of the.People. And having procured two men, ſons of the Dewl, 
they ſet them againſt him. And they , viz. Theſe Diabolical men, 


bare witneſle [ſaying] Naboth hath Curſed God and the King. VVher- 
fore they drew him without the City , and ſtoned him to death. 


Dear Reader , I purpoſed to have left the foregoing Quotation of the Scrip- 
ture ( as 1s uſually done ) to thy own Refle&tion, but my Remarking Humour 
15 now grown ſo habitual to me, that cannot lay down the pen, till I ob- 
1crve to'thee, not only that there are,and have been ſuch things in the world 
as falſe VV ieneſſes , which our Countrymen ſeem to have forgotten, but alfo 
that the Holy Ghoſt ( whom , 1 think, we may ſafely follow) is pleaſed to 
Call theſe perſons, who [Wore falſly againſt Naboth, ſons of Belial , ſons of the 
Devil, and Diabolical , or Devilish men, though they were the King's VVirneſ- 
ſes , an ( according to our modern Doctrine ) ought not to be aſperſed, And 
likewiſe that it is no infallible proof ,that men are Traytors, though on the 
alarm of their ſuppoſed Treaſon ſolemn Faſts are Proclaimed, -ablick and {in 
appearance) fair Tryals Had before the Magiſtrates , Elders & chief Citizens, 
great concerns for Religion pretended (theſe Naboths being faid to have cur- 
ied God, as well as the King) the Priſoners condemned with Acclamations,and, 
finally , Executed according to their ſentence. Nay , on the contrary , you 
may ſee by this Example , How poſhible it 1s that under all theſe ſpecious 
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Arraignments, Pleadings, Accuſations and Defences, together with the 
learned Gravity of Judges, and the Rural plainneſs and ſeeming Honeſty of Jury- 
men may Lurk the moſt monſtrous Injuſtice, that was ever yet inſpired by 
that Prince of darkneſſe, with whom it1s nonew thing to put on (as his occa« 
ſions require ) many fair colours, & transform himſelf into an Angel of light. 
But the enſuing part of this Story, and what became of Iezabel and Ahab, 
the one who contrived, and the other who approved of the Shedding of this 
Innocent Bloud, I recommend to the ſerious Conſideration of all my Readers, 
and eſpecially of ſuch, as being under the like guilty Circumſtances , have great 
cauſe to apprehend the like Events, from the moſt impartial hand of the 
ſame Providence. 


FINIS. 


Errata fic corrige. 


P, 13. lin, 20, after No, inſert ( though they contradift here, what, you ſee, they AR towards 
Declared Papitſts ) 
P. 21. lin- 20, Mfr. Strange r. Mr, Oates. Which miſtake ( though not Material to the ſence ) was occa» 


fioned by the errour or obſcurity of the Printed Tryal, 
i 


F. 58, lin. 17, read wherby it will be.,.;, 


